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Endowed Professorship
Project Description
for Funding Application
Version 1.0

	Endowed Professorship
	6th Call within the RTI Initiative 

Production of the Future

	Thematic topic
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Endowed Professorship in Advanced Manufacturing 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Endowed Professorship in Steel as a High-Performance Material

	Project title:
	Project title (max. 120 characters)

	Project short title:
	Acronym (max. 20 characters)

	eCall application number:
	Application number acc. to eCall

	Applicant:
	Name of University, Institute/ Department

	Contact:
	Name of authorised signatory

	Partner universities:
	Name of University, Institute/ Department

	Co-financing partners:
	Name of company, institution

	Planned duration of endowed professorship:
	From – to (DD.MM.YYYY)

Latest starting date:  31 Dec. 2015

	Period in months:
	60 months

	Costs
	Total costs [€]:
	Total funding [€]:

	SYNOPSIS: 

Short presentation of project content and goals (max. 5 sentences). The synopsis gives an overview of the project goals at a glance.




0.1
Checklist of formal requirements
Checklist of formal requirements
The formal check serves to check the application for formal correctness and completeness. Please note: If the formal requirements are not met and the deficiencies cannot be corrected, the application will be excluded from the further procedure and will be formally rejected without exception in accordance with the principle of equal treatment of applications.

	Criterion
	Items checked
	Can deficiency be corrected?
	Consequence

	Eligibility
	Applications can be submitted by:

· universities in accordance with Sec. 6 of the Austrian Universities Act 2002 (UG 2002)

The professorship must be co-financed by at least two companies or one company and one of the following co-financing partners

· Intermediary(ies): cluster initiatives, technology and transfer centres
· other research institution(s)
· natural persons
· foundations

Co-financing partners provide cash contributions and will not receive direct funding.
	no
	Rejection as result of formal check

	Completeness of the application
	· Project description: thematic application (upload as .pdf file)

· Cost plan: cost tables (upload as one .xls file):

· “Cost plan_detailed”
(to be completed by applicant university and for each partner university)  AND
· “Cost plan_cumulative” 
(overview)

· Mandatory annexes (see below)


The project description form must be completed in full; alterations or amendments are not permitted!
	no
	Rejection as result of formal check

	Use of correct forms
	https://www.ffg.at/ausschreibung_stiftungsprofessur_1.AS
	no
	Rejection as result of formal check

	Agreement between application data and eCall data
	· Applicant
· Costs
· Federal funding
· Duration
	yes
	Rectification via eCall is possible

	Language
	English
	no
	Rejection as result of formal check

	Duration
	60 months
	no
	Rejection as result of formal check

	Funding
	Amount of funding does not exceed 
EUR 2 million per project 
	no
	Rejection as result of formal check

	Mandatory annexes: 
(upload as pdf files)
	· Letters of Commitment provided by the applicant and partner universities (if any) and co-financing partners 
· are in compliance with the call requirements
· have been duly executed (stamp and signature)

· correspond with the cost plan
· Extract from the university’s development plan (if available) 
· Draft position announcement for the endowed professorship 
	yes
	Rectification via eCall is possible


Costs
	Costs
	The following conditions apply in addition to the provisions of the Cost Guidelines Version 1.3 (http://www.ffg.at/Kostenleitfaden):

· Costs of internationally excellent research are eligible for funding up to the maximum amount specified in the federal salary scale. The salary may exceed this limit (international customary level of remuneration for special research expertise), but the amount exceeding this limit is not eligible for funding.

· Administrative costs are not eligible for funding and must be included in the overhead costs. 
· Third-party costs must not exceed 20% of overall costs. 

	Funding rate
	The maximum funding rate is 60 % per endowed professorship.


Number of pages and format
The formatting requirements and the specified maximum number of pages help the jury to read and compare the applications. Not following them may negatively affect the jury decision.

	Format
	· Font: Arial, 11 pt

· Line spacing: 1.3

· Colour: black

· Pages numbered 

	Max. number of pages
	· Project description: max. 35 pages (from Section 1 “Relevance of the funding application” up to and including Section 5 “Cost plan explanations “.


Please note the following points:

· Adhere to the questions. The questions are based on the funding criteria, which are explained in more detail in the Guidelines for Endowed Professorships (Chapter 1.7). The questions, notes and comments marked in grey in the application form (grey text boxes) must NOT be overwritten or deleted.
· Ensure the information in the application forms agrees with that submitted via eCall. In the event of a discrepancy between the eCall and the application forms, information in the application forms is deemed to be binding.

· General instructions for the application: the application consists of the project description (thematic content), the cumulative cost plan including detailed cost plans for each partner (description of costs) and the annexes.

· Give key information in a concise manner.

· Describe everything in sufficient detail for the reviewers and jury to form an accurate impression of your project. Try to keep your text precise and to the point.

· The maximum number of pages is NOT a request to reach this limit. Applications should enable the reviewers to understand the topic and the benefits resulting from the proposed project. Quality is more important than quantity.

· In the event of any questions please refer to your contact person at the FFG (contact information is available in the Guideline for Applications).

0.2
Submission
· Projects may only be submitted electronically via eCall at https://ecall.ffg.at. The full set of application documents must be sent before the call deadline.

· Please refer to the detailed eCall tutorial at: https://ecall.ffg.at/Cockpit/Help.aspx
· The main application may only be submitted if all university partners (if any) have previously completed and submitted their partner applications in eCall. 

· A funding application is considered to have been submitted if the application has been completed in eCall by clicking the “Submit“ button. On successful submission an automatic confirmation of receipt will be sent by e-mail. It is not possible to resubmit the application or parts of it or to revise it after the submission deadline. 

· In the event of any questions about eCall please refer to your contact at the FFG (contact information is available in the Guideline for Applications)

· It is NOT required to send a duly executed copy of the funding application submitted online. 

· All applications that are submitted will only be made available to the persons involved in the administration of the call. All these persons are sworn to treat the information in strict confidence. In particular, the national and international experts who take part in the evaluation procedure must sign a declaration of confidentiality before they start their work.

	Call deadline:

Funding applications must be submitted via eCall by
15 May 2014, 12:00:00 noon (CEST).
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Abstract
(max. 1 page)

The summary should be concise and include the following points:

· description of initial situation

· description of planned project

· description of planned goals

>Text<
1 Relevance of the funding application
1.1 Contribution to the goals of the call
How does the endowed professorship contribute to extending the research expertise and capacity and strengthening human capital in the chosen research topic? In what way will the endowed professorship strengthen cooperation between industry and science? 

> Text <

> Text <

1.2 Description of the planned topic 

Describe the major trends and drivers in the topic of the planned endowed professorship and its distinction from neighbouring fields. Specify the international hot spots. 

> Text <

> Text <

1.3 Initial situation and environment: how is the topic embedded at present?

Describe the academic and industrial environment of the planned professorship: how is it embedded in the Austrian science system, at the applicant university?
> Text <

> Text <

1.4 Significance of the topic for the Austrian innovation system
Assess the demand of Austrian industry for research expertise and young researchers.
> Text <

> Text <

2 Quality of planned implementation
2.1 Infrastructure and organisation

Describe the organisational conditions, resources and research infrastructure provided for the endowed professorship. 
> Text <

> Text <

2.2 Qualifications required for the endowed professorship
Please outline what qualifications applicants for the endowed professorship should have in terms of expertise, experience and expected achievements.
> Text <

> Text <

2.3 Search strategy and appointment process
Describe the process (including a time schedule) and activities employed for the successful appointment of an international top researcher in the field. Please take account of an appropriate gender balance, which is to be assessed equally for men and women.
> Text <

> Text <
2.4 Financing concept
Describe the financing concept in a clear and realistic way. The concept should be flexible enough to support the development of the required research and teaching capacity. 
> Text <

> Text <
3 Perspective 

3.1 Sustainable integration of the endowed professorship 

Describe the long-term perspective of the endowed professorship. Is it integrated in the applicant university’s development plan? What development opportunities does the university provide for the research field? 
> Text <

> Text <
3.2 Expected long-term effect on the strategic position in the field
Describe the planned and expected structural effects of the endowed professorship in terms of international visibility, networking and attractiveness as a cooperation partner.

> Text <

> Text <
4 Goal achievement
The following goals must be addressed in assessing and evaluating the success of the endowed professorship:
Goal 1: Development of research expertise and capacity in the research field
Goal 2: Strengthening human capital
Goal 3: Broadening and deepening cooperation between science and industry
Goal achievement is measured using specific indicators (see table). Give the target values for the mandatory indicators for the entire term of the endowed professorship. You can also specify other indicators to measure the success of the professorship. Please specify these indicators and give the corresponding target values. 
	Indicator (mandatory)
	Target value

	Number of scientific publications [n]
	

	of which xxxx [n]
	

	of which xxx [n]
	

	Number of Diploma/Master’s theses in the field supervised during the entire funding period [n]
	

	Number of PhD theses supervised during the entire funding period [n]
	

	External funding received in the research field of the endowed professorship (from FWF, FFG, EU and other funding providers, project grants, research contracts) as an average across the entire funding period [n]
	

	Indicator (optional)
	Target value

	xxx [n]
	

	xxx [n]
	


5 Cost plan explanations
Explain the amount and composition of the items listed in the cost plan: personnel costs, R&D infrastructure use, costs of materials, third-party costs (costs of third-party services), travel costs (including purpose). Please explain the relevance of the planned costs of the endowed professorship.
Personnel costs
>Text<

R&D infrastructure use
>Text<

Costs of materials
>Text<

Third-party costs (costs of third-party services)

>Text<

Travel costs
>Text< [image: image1.jpg]
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