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United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs: Mandate 

 The Office implements the decisions of the General Assembly and of the 
United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS); 

 Performs functions of substantive Secretariat of the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space and its Scientific & Technical Subcommittee and Legal 
Subcommittee; 

 Coordinates the inter-agency coordination within the United Nations on the use 
of space technology (UN-SPACE); 

 Maintains coordination and cooperation with space agencies and 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations involved in space-
related activities; 

 Implements the United Nations Programme on Space Applications; 

 Is responsible for the implementation of the United Nations Platform for Space-
based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency Response (UN-
SPIDER) programme;  

 Maintains the Register of Objects Launched into Outer Space  as per the 
Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space which was 
enacted in 1976. 



UN-Space offers a 

forum for UN 

entities to meet 

and discuss 

matters related to 

the use of space 

technologies in 

their activities. 







• Agriculture 

• Infrastructure 

• Environmental monitoring / natural resources 

• Disaster management 

• Humanitarian response 

• Safety / security / peacekeeping 

 



c 



WHAT do we bring: 

1. Partnerships with providers products and solutions: 

• Satellite imagery 

• High resolution of satellite imagery 

• Very High resolution satellite imagery 

WITH 

√ Digital Globe 

√ China National Space Administration 

→ Italian Space Agency 

→ Israel Space Agency 

→ others 

 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN UNITED NATIONS 

AND DIGITALGLOBE INC. 

WHEREAS the Office for Outer Space Affairs, representing the United Nations, has the mandate to promote international 

cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space; 

  

WHEREAS DigitalGlobe is a leading global provider of commercial high-resolution earth imagery products and services, and 

an important source of indispensable geospatial information;  

  

WHEREAS OOSA and DigitalGlobe recognize their mutual interest in the use of earth observation technologies for economic, 

social and scientific development for the benefit of humankind, especially in developing countries. 

 

 

…with the purpose of exploring how high resolution satellite imagery and geospatial 

analytics can be shared and leveraged more effectively and efficiently across the entire 

United Nations System.  It is envisaged that by jointly promoting cooperation and 

collaboration in the area of geospatial information and analytics at the local, national and 

international levels, the Parties can dramatically improve the technical and financial 

aspects of how the United Nations, its entities and its Member States address 

economic, environmental, geopolitical and societal issues of pressing importance.  





Providers’ Forum  

•China 

• India 

•Japan 

•European Community 

•Russian Federation 

United States 





(a) Substantially reduce global disaster mortality by 2030…  

(b) Substantially reduce the number of affected people globally by 2030… 

(c) Reduce direct disaster economic loss in relation to global gross domestic 

product (GDP) by 2030 

(d) Substantially reduce disaster damage to critical infrastructure and 

disruption of basic services, among them health and educational facilities, 

including through developing their resilience by 2030;  

(e) Substantially increase the number of countries with national and local 

disaster risk reduction strategies by 2020;  

(f) Substantially enhance international cooperation to developing countries … 

(g) Substantially increase the availability of and access to multi-

hazard early warning systems and disaster risk information and 

assessments to people by 2030. 

Sendai Goals 



archives 

Recovery Observatory 

International Charter 



NEPAL 

UWI 

INDONESIA 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

CATHALAC 

COLOMBIA 

ARGENTINA 

NIGERIA RCMRD 

ALGERIA 

HUNGARY 

ROMANIA 

UKRAINE 

I.R. IRAN 

PAKISTAN ADRC 

IWMI 

UN-SPIDER Network of Regional Support Offices 







Guatemala 

Ecuador 

Jamaica 

Dominican Rep. 

Fiji 

Tonga 

Nigeria 

Namibia 
Mozambique 

Malawi 

Cameroon 

Cabo Verde 

Togo 

Burkina Faso Sudan 

Myanmar 

Sri Lanka 

Bangladesh 

Samoa 

Solomon Islands 

Maldives 

Vietnam 

Ghana 

Technical Advisory Mission (2008 - 2015) 

Mongolia 

Lao PDR 

El Salvador 

Honduras 

Gabon 



UN-SPIDER Technical Advisory Missions  

Observations and 
Recommendations: 

Policy making 
Awareness Raising 
Capacity Building 
Coordination 
Information Sharing 
Data standards & 
access 

 

Government 
Main stakeholders 

Mission Team 
(Multi-disciplinary, 
multi-organisation) 

Space-based 
tools for 

improved 
Disaster Risk 

Reduction and 
Emergency 
Response 

 



SPACE AGENDA TODAY: greening space 

Mitigating Space Debris 
In 2007, COPUOS achieved a major result by 

adopting its own Space Debris Mitigation 

Guidelines. There is general agreement among 

States that the implementation of these voluntary 

guidelines for the mitigation of space debris at the 

national level would increase mutual 

understanding on acceptable activities in space, 

thus enhancing stability in space and decreasing 

the likelihood of friction and conflict. 

 
Photo: Over 22,000 man-made objects are being tracked in 

Earth orbit. Fewer than 2,000 of these are operational. The ring 

around the Earth is the satellite orbit used for satellite television 

and other purposes. Image: Artist’s impression  ©ESA 



SPACE AGENDA TODAY: Space weather 



SPACE AGENDA TODAY: Threats from asteroids 

Near-Earth Objects (NEOs) are 

asteroids, comets and large meteoroids 

whose orbit intersects  

the Earth’s orbit and may therefore pose a 

danger of collision. NEOs with a diameter of 

over 1 km hit the Earth a few times in a million 

years.  
COPUOS works on establishing international  

procedures and decision-making mechanisms 

for dealing with a potential NEO threat.  

 

Photo: Japan’s Hayabusa space probe travelled to 

the Itokawa asteroid and in 2010 returned the first              

samples of an asteroid to Earth. Photo ©JAXA 

 

 

 



Basic Space Technology 
Initiative (BSTI) 

Human Space Technology 
Initiative (HSTI) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.unoosa.org   

LUC ST-PIERRE 

United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs 

United Nations Office at Vienna 

luc.st-pierre@unoosa.org 

Thank you 


