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FFG >> Access to the entire Austrian 
R&D Community 

 
• Founded in September 2004  

 

 

 

 
 

• Legal structure: private limited company 
 

• Owner: Federal Government, represented by  

 Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation 
and Technology (BMVIT) 

 Federal Ministry of Science, Research and 
Economy  (BMWFW) 

 

 

Funding Budget 2016: 615 million EUR  

2016: ~ 3.000 projects involving 5.500 partners 
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companies 
 1.091  
79% 

 
research organisations 

 143  
10% 

universities 
 104  
8% 

intermediates 
 19  
1% 

others 
 23  
2% 

2014: 6.105 partners 2004: 1.380 partners 

Share of Organizational Type of total FFG-Funding  

Quelle: FFG-Förderstatistik 2014 

companies 
 3.393  
55% 

research 
organisations 

 1.026  
17% 

universities 
 1.236  
20% 

intermediates 
 45  
1% 

others 
 405  
7% 

FFG – CUSTOMERS 
Shift towards universities & research organisations 



FFG   
>> FUNDING & SERVICES  

FFG – 3 Key Activities 

 

1. Funding at various stages of growth - Start Ups, growing businesses -  

and universities (open for foreign partners) & various stages in the   

 
 

“Technology  

Readiness 

Levels” 

 

 

2. Partnership – between large organisations, SMEs and academic 

institutions 

 

3. Internationalisation – reaching out for new markets 
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FFG FUNDING PORTFOLIO  
INTERESTING FOR U.S. PARTNERS  
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•  Top-down programmes (20% cross border funding) 

• ICT 

• Production  

• Transport/Mobility 

• Energy 

• Security 

 

• Bottom-up programmes 

• Innovation Vouchers, Feasibility Studies 

• Bridge (30% costs from foreign partners) 

• General Programme (R&D-projects) 

• Competence Centers, Human Resources 

• GIN – Global Incubator Network  

• Beyond Europe (20% cross border funding) 

 

• European programmes 

variety of special calls  have a 

look on our website  

www.ffg.at/en  

http://www.ffg.at/en
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www.ffg.at/en 
 

• ICT 

• Production  

• Transport/Mobility 

• Energy 

• Security 

  

>> max. 20% of total 

funding can be 

distributed to 

partner(s) outside 

Austria 

TOP-DOWN PROGRAMMES 
HOW TO FIND A SUITABLE CALL?  

http://www.ffg.at/en


TOP-DOWN PROGRAMMES 
HOW TO FIND A SUITABLE CALL?  
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1. Check the relevant documents 

2. Contact the responsible persons 

>> Call guidlines 

>> Cost guidlines 



BRIDGE 
>> BASIC RESEARCH 
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BRIDGE 

• Academia driven: projects to further 

develop the potential of basic research  

• https://www.ffg.at/programme/bridge  

https://www.ffg.at/programme/bridge
https://www.ffg.at/programme/bridge
https://www.ffg.at/programme/bridge


BRIDGE: FUNDING INSTRUMENTS  
>> BASIC RESEARCH 

8 

project initiator & coordinator: university  

 

Output: bringing science a step closer to the market 

 

Conditions:  

• no thematic scope defined 

• duration: 18-36 months 

• minimum 1 Austrian university/ research institution, 1 company  

• foreign universities and research instituation can particiapte as partners or in 

third party costs of Austrian university (easier) 

• coordinator must be Austrian institution, company  

 

Funding conditions:  

• between 60 und 90% of the total project costs  

• only scientific partners receive funding  

 

>> 30% costs from foreign partners (or within third-party costs)  

 

 



COMET >> Competence Centers for Excellent 
Technologies 
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COMET Competence Centers 

• Academia driven and industry-led research: 

Developing and focussing competences through 

long-term research cooperation between science 

and industry at the highest level.  

 

• https://www.ffg.at/en/comet-competence-centers-

excellent-technologies  

 

https://www.ffg.at/en/comet-competence-centers-excellent-technologies
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https://www.ffg.at/en/comet-competence-centers-excellent-technologies


• Own legal entity (Limited liability company or similar) 

• Concentration of research at one (or several) site(s) 

• Consortium: min. 1 Scientific Partner, min. 5 Company Partner 

  

 Research programme  

1 center consists of multiple projects, ~ 4 years, ~ 20 Mio. (aprox. 50% of 

total costs are financend by industry partners) 

one contact person = CEO of competence center 

 

>> get in touch with the centers 

WHAT IS A COMET CENTRE? 
>> Programme rather than a project  



COMPETENCE CENTRES AND   
K-PROJECTS IN AUSTRIA 

5 K2-Centres l 18 K1-Centres** l 24 K-Projects** 
 

MONITORING DATA (since 2008) 

 

Employees (FTE)   2.061 

Researchers [FTE]   1.604 

Companies   1.354 

Scientific partners       544 

Patents & licences       575 

Publications 12.655 

PhDs (incl. ongoing)   1.891 

Master thesis (incl. ongoing)   2.181 

 

Status monitoring unchanged since 05/2016 

Status Total Volume 16.11.2016 (approved K1-Centres incl. phasing-out Call 4, approved K-Projects Call 6) 

**3 K1-Centres Call 4 and 8 Projects 6 Call6  start as of 01/2017, 1 K1-Centre phasing-out as of 04/2017) 

Overview of COMET centres / 

projects 
https://www.ffg.at/sites/default/files/allgemeine_d

ownloads/strukturprogramme/20161129_comet_

overview_centresprojects.pdf  

https://www.ffg.at/sites/default/files/allgemeine_downloads/strukturprogramme/20161129_comet_overview_centresprojects.pdf
https://www.ffg.at/sites/default/files/allgemeine_downloads/strukturprogramme/20161129_comet_overview_centresprojects.pdf
https://www.ffg.at/sites/default/files/allgemeine_downloads/strukturprogramme/20161129_comet_overview_centresprojects.pdf


BEYOND EUROPE 
>> EXPERIMENTAL DEVELOPMENT 
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BEYOND EUROPE 

• Company driven: Funding 

programme to facilitate R&D 

cooperation with non-European 

partners  

• www.ffg.at/beyond-europe  

http://www.ffg.at/beyond-europe
http://www.ffg.at/beyond-europe
http://www.ffg.at/beyond-europe


BEYOND EUROPE 
>> Participate in a project  
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project initiator & coordinator: Austrian company 

 

Output: added value for Austrian company through international 

cooperations 

 

Conditions:  

• no thematic scope defined 

• minimum 1 Austrian company, cooperative projects with min.1 partner 

(company, university, research institution) outside Europe (e.g. U.S.) 

 

 

>> max. 20% of total funding can be distributed to partner(s) outside europe 
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Contact: www.fwf.ac.at/en 

Dr. Christoph Bärenreuter 

Strategy – International Programmes 

+43 1 505 67 40 -8702 

christoph.baerenreuter@fwf.ac.at 

  

http://www.fwf.ac.at/en


Incoming grants (Lise Meitner Programme) 

 Financing of highly qualified post-doc researchers from 

abroad to do research at an Austrian host institution 

 http://www.fwf.ac.at/en/research-funding/fwf-

programmes/meitner-programme/ 

 

Outgoing Scholarships (Erwin Schrödinger Programme) 

 Promotion of research stays of post-doc researchers from 

Austria at leading research institutions abroad 

 http://www.fwf.ac.at/en/research-funding/fwf-

programmes/schroedinger-programme/ 
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Graduate Research Opportunities Worldwide (GROW) 

 Research stays in Austria for doctoral candidates funded by  

the NSF Graduate Research Fellows Program (GRFP) 

 http://www.fwf.ac.at/en/research-funding/fwf-

programmes/international-programmes/grow/ 

 

“Over half of all ongoing FWF projects are being carried out in cooperation 
with research partners abroad.”  >> 

 

„Individual co-operations“ in FWF projects 

 Inclusion of international co-operation partners  

(not financed by FWF) in all FWF Programmes 

 http://www.fwf.ac.at/en/research-funding/fwf-programmes 
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OeAD (Österreichische Austauschdienst)-GmbH 

Austrian Agency for International Cooperation in Education and Research 
(OeAD-GmbH) 
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Contact: https://oead.at/en  

Mag. Michael Schedl 

Programme Officer   

Centre for International Cooperation & Mobility 

+43 1 53408-454  

michael.schedl@oead.at  

  

https://oead.at/en
https://oead.at/en
tel:+43153408454
tel:+43153408454
tel:+43153408454
tel:+43153408454
mailto:rudi.rastlos@oead.at


Individual Mobility Programmes 
Incoming Mobility USA/Canada to Austria  

Incoming Mobility USA/Canada to Austria 
 

→ Ernst Mach Grant worldwide one to nine months for studies in Austria for PhD students, 

postgraduates, postdocs, university lecturers 

→ Franz Werfel Fellowship up to 18 months for university lecturers from all over the world 

focusing on Austrian literature, follow-up support 

→ Richard Plaschka Fellowship up to 18 months for PhD students and university lecturers 

of history focusing on Austrian history, follow-up support 

 
www.oead.at; www.grants.at 
icm@oead.at  
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http://www.grants.at/
mailto:icm@oead.at


 
 
Individual Mobility Programmes 
 
 
 

Outgoing Mobility  Austria to USA/Canada  
 

→ Marietta Blau Grant for six to twelve months: supports the abroad part of a doctoral/PhD programme at 
a Austrian university  for scientific research worldwide  

www.oead.at; www.grants.at 
icm@oead.at  

 

Erasmus+ 
Mobility & Cooperation Programmes: USA/Canada – Austria  
 

→ International Credit Mobility: incoming & outgoing student mobility for studies from 3 to 12 months and 
staff mobility for teaching or training (5 days to 2 months) 

https://www.bildung.erasmusplus.at/hochschulbildung/mobilitaet/internationale_mobilitaet/ueberblick/?type
=%252Fproc 

 

→ Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degrees: international study programmes offered by higher education 
institutions from different countries; scholarships awarded to excellent students worldwide for their 
participation in the programme 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-plus/actions/key-action-1-learning-mobility-individuals/erasmus-mundus-
joint-master-degrees_en 

 

→ Jean Monnet Networks: promoting information and results on methodologies applied to high-level 
research and teaching on EU studies 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-plus/actions/jean-monnet/jean-monnet-networks_en 

http://www.grants.at/
mailto:icm@oead.at
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
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65 YEARS OF AUSTRIAN-CANADIAN RELATIONS 

 

Date: 21. & 22. September 2017 

Venue: Austrian Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy 

(BMWFW), Freyung 3, 1010 Vienna  

 

https://www.ffg.at/europa/veranstaltungen/canada-austria_2017-09-21  
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Dr. Karin Sommer, MBA 

phone: +43 5 7755 1216  

mail: karin.sommer@ffg.at 
 

contact 

mailto:karin.sommer@ffg.at


TRL 
>> Technology readiness levels 

Technology readiness levels (TRL):  

*  HORIZON 2020 – WORK PROGRAMME 2014-2015 General Annexes 22 


