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DIVISION GENERAL 
PROGRAMMES
The funding opportunities offered by General Programmes are 
characterized by their openness to technology and topics. 
Funding is provided for research and development projects 
carried out by companies in Austria. The aim is to expand the 
basis for innovation and increase competitiveness.

https://www.ffg.at/basisprogramme

Competitive and innovative companies can submit 
applications at any time.
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GENERAL PROGRAMME
Motivation: Promotion of product, process and service 
developments (R&D “single firm” project) – including digital 
innovation

• Ongoing submission (board decision)
• Open to all branches and topics
• Company project experimental development 

up to max. 3 mil. EUR
• Funding mix: grants, loans (low-interest), guarantees for 

bank loans, plus interest subsidies of the total eligible 
project costs

• For the grant component, a cooperation bonus of 15 % can 
be awarded if certain criteria are met.
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FUNDING MIX

Company category, 
number of staff

Maximum 
funding 
value

Grant

Small enterprises (SE)
< 50 number of staff up to 45 % up to 28 % 

(Startups 31 %)

Medium enterprises (ME)
< 250 number of staff up to 35 % up to 25 %

Large enterprises (LE)
≥ 250 number of staff up to 25 % up to 19 %

grants, loans (low-interest), guarantees for bank 
loans, plus interest subsidies

• up to 50 % or
• up to 70 % (for Startups)

of the total eligible project costs

Note: For the grant component, a cooperation bonus 
of 15 % can be awarded if certain criteria are met.
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APPLICATION – CONTRACT

Application

Submission

via eCall

Formal check

Receipt check by FFG

You will receive a 
confirmation letter.

Evaluation

Review by FFG

Processing time 10 to 12 
weeks. If necessary, personal 

meeting and/or obtaining 
additional information.

Further submission option

within a defined period.

Board meeting

7 meetings per year 

by own body 

(advisory board)

Decision

Funding decision

Rejection: You will receive a 
letter of justification.

Approval: You will receive a 
grant agreement.

Contract

terms of contract (in short):
contract partner

height of the project costs
granted funding

general conditions
additional requirements

signature
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MONITORING – END OF CONTRACT

Processing

Contract acceptance + requirements

Fulfillment of the requirements prior 
to the contract (review by FFG) and 
acceptance of the grant agreement 
by company signature.

1st installment

1st instalment + requirements

Fulfillment of the 
requirement before the first 

installment (review by FFG) 
and transfer (50 % each of the 

approved grant and loan)

.

Interim Report

Interim report

After reaching 50 % of the 
project costs or an required 
reporting (e.g. reorganization, 
extension of deadline, etc.)

2nd installment

Review of the interim report

Transfer of the secound
installment (30 % each of the 

approved grant and loan).

Final report

Final report

Within 3 months after the end 
of the grant period final 
reporting (note: continuation 
application by the end of 
funding period).

3rd installment

Review of the final report and 
final accounting (if necessary, 
invoice verification on site).

If the audit is positive, the final 
installment will be transferred. You 
will receive a confirmation of the 
proper use of the grant funds.

In the event of complaints, reclaims 
may be made.

Completion
loan

repayment
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HOW TO PRESENT YOUR R&D PLANS 
TO THE FFG?

• Precise project description, task schedule 
and cost estimate

• Cost-benefit analysis, project scope, and goal 
achievement must be realistic

• Financing capability 
• Co-operation possibilities (e.g. with science)
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PROJECT SCORING SYSTEM
EXPERIMENTAL DEVELOPMENT

Main criterion Subcriterion 1 Subcriterion 2 Subcriterion 3 Subcriterion 4

Quality of the project Novelty and 
innovation R&D-risk Partical value results Sustainability in 

project content

Economic potential 
and commercial 
exploitation

Market potential Market experience Capability to 
commercialize R&D

Suitability of applicants Technical feasibility Financial feasibility
Management and 
company 
organisation

Relevance of the 
project in relation to 
the programme

Additionality on the 
project level

Additionalility on 
company level (gain of 
know-how)

Economic effects Social aspects, 
Diversity
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IMPORTANT LINKS

https://www.ffg.at/basisprogramme
https://www.ffg.at/content/basisprogramm-foerdersitzungen-und-beirat
https://www.ffg.at/ausschreibung/basisprogramm-2025

General support
https://www.ffg.at/foerderservice
Foerderservice@ffg.at
T +43 577 55 50
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

Michael Hindler
Michael.Hindler@ffg.at
T +43 577 55-1318

General Programmes

Österreichische Forschungsförderungsgesellschaft mbH
Sensengasse 1, 1090 Vienna

T +43 577 55 5000
bp-beratung@ffg.at
www.ffg.at
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