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2. INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRIES AND EMERGING ECONOMIES
10

 

 
2.1. Australia 

 

2.1.1. Australia as a partner of the EU 

The EU and Australia established diplomatic links in 1952 and have upgraded their 
relationship along the years through successive agreements in key areas of political, trade 
and security cooperation, including development aid, education, research and innovation. 

The Framework Agreement to be signed by the two parties in 2016 clearly identifies 
science and innovation as key areas for developing relations. 

The EU is presently the largest source of foreign direct investment in Australia and also 
the second largest destination of Australia's direct investment abroad. Furthermore, the 
EU and Australia have commenced work towards the launch of negotiations for a Free 
Trade Agreement in order to remove existing market access barriers for goods, services, 
investment and public procurement. 

 

2.1.2. Priorities for S&T cooperation 

The Joint Science and Technology Consultation Committee (JSTCC) meeting of 
December 2014 stressed the need to deepen and scale up cooperation in selected thematic 
areas. 

In bioeconomy, the parties agreed to consider the expansion of the International 
Knowledge-Based Bio-Economy Forum into the International Bio-Economy Forum. 

In research infrastructures, strategic areas of collaboration where regular workshops and 
exchanges have already been taking place, are identified in bio-molecular technologies, 
bio-diversity, marine data, material science, physics (synchrotrons and neutron sources), 
research data management and e-infrastructures (networking, grids, computing). In radio-
astronomy, Australia will host one of the two pillars of the Square Kilometer Array 
currently supported through Horizon 2020 as one of the (international) flagship initiatives 
in the European Roadmap for Research Infrastructures developed by the European 
Strategy Forum for Research Infrastructures (ESFRI). The publication of the 2016 ESFRI 
roadmap provides a number of additional opportunities for collaboration which should be 
explored. 

Australia and the EU cooperate in multilateral initiatives aimed at addressing health 
challenges, including the International Rare Diseases Research Consortium (IRDiRC), 
the Global Alliance for Chronic Diseases (GACD) and the Global Research 
Collaboration for Infectious Diseases Preparedness (GloPID-R). Furthermore, both 
Australia and the EU are members of the Human Frontier Science Programme (HFSP). 
Also, Australia participates as a third country member of the Joint Programming 
Initiative on Neurodegenerative Disease Research and continues its Associate 
Membership in the European Molecular Biology Laboratory. 

Beyond the priorities identified in the JSTCC, there is increasing demand in the area of 
resource efficiency and raw materials and a pressing global need for strategic 
international dialogue and cooperation both with producers and technologically advanced 
countries. Australia is an important partner in the International Raw Materials 
Observatory which aims to promote cooperation with technologically advanced countries 
and facilitate global discussion. 

                                                 
10 Presented in alphabetical order. 
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Sustainable cities are the focus of on-going EU initiatives and Australia's new ‘Agenda 
for cities’. Cooperation could be enhanced through the Belmont Forum or the Future 
Earth programme. Possible future cooperation in Nature-Based Solutions for disaster risk 
reduction could also be investigated. 

Further to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) findings on the 
pressing need for a 'whole of ocean' strategy, research on ocean strategy and governance 
could be developed to enhance ocean economy, climate science and climate action in the 
framework of the EU blue growth strategy11 and Australia's "Vision in Blue" ten-year 
plan for science12. A new Horizon 2020 project called 'MESOPP' (2016-2019) 
developing e-research infrastructures linked to ocean research has been launched by a 
consortium of eight European and Australian partners. 

In November 2015, the Commission and the Australian government signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding to cooperate on Earth Observations through the 
Copernicus programme's full, free and open data policy. The availability of this satellite 
data will stimulate the development of digital products and services, create business 
opportunities, encourage cutting-edge research and improve public policy making. This 
agreement complements a June 2015 Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation 
between the European Space Agency (ESA) and the Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) to give Australia better access to information 
from Europe’s Earth-observing satellites, while ESA will benefit from Australia’s 
scientific expertise. 

The Commission will continue to explore further avenues of cooperation and priority-
setting taking into account the new Australian National Innovation and Science Agenda13 
and Australia's plans to invest $A2.3 (€1.6) billion over the next 10 years in cutting-edge 
national research infrastructure through the National Collaborative Research 
Infrastructure Strategy14, the Australian Synchrotron and Australia’s commitment to the 
Square Kilometre Array. 

Australia's Global Innovation Strategy is expected to offer opportunities for European 
industry-academia and SME collaboration in innovation-driven sectors. 

The initiative “Innovation in agriculture and regional areas” in the framework of the 
Australian National Innovation and Science Agenda will support Regional Development 
Agencies across the country in pursuing economic development opportunities through 
smart specialisation, following the European Commission’s approach. The Hunter region 
has been the first Australian region to launch a smart specialisation strategy (S3) in 2016. 
The S3 Platform of the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre has been involved 
in a number of interactions with Australian authorities and academic institutions in order 
to explain and promote the smart specialisation approach and will continue to engage in 
such activities. The institutions involved are in particular the Regional Economic Policy 
Branch of the Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development of the Australian 
Government and the EU Centre at the RMIT University of Melbourne. 

                                                 
11 http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/blue_growth/index_en.htm 
12 http://www.aims.gov.au/docs/media/latest-news/-/asset_publisher/EnA5gMcJvXjd/content/11-august-a-

vision-in-blue-ten-year-plan-for-science-helping-drive-australia-s-growing-blue-economy 
13 http://www.innovation.gov.au/ 
14 In 2016, Australia’s Chief Scientist will chair an expert group to undertake a collaboration and road-

mapping process to identify specific future research infrastructure capability requirements. 
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2.1.3. Framework Conditions 

Framework conditions for cooperation between Australia and the EU are very good as 
Australia enjoys a strong legal framework in STI, including intellectual property rights 
protection and open access to data. 

Within the field of health research, Australia is providing support to Australian 
researchers participating in Societal Challenge 1: 'Health, demographic change & 
wellbeing' of Horizon 2020. The National Health and Medical Research Council has put 
in place a procedure that identifies priority Horizon 2020 WP topics and commits to 
provide funding to Australian participants within their available budget. A similar 
procedure would be desirable with the Australian Research Council. The Australian 
Research Council and the European Research Council are also exploring possible 
bilateral agreements in terms of researcher mobility.  


