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3.4. CELAC 

 

3.4.1. CELAC as a partner of the EU 

The European Union and Latin America and the Caribbean have enjoyed privileged 

relations since the first bi-regional Summit in 1999, which established a strategic 

partnership. Since it was launched in 2010, the Community of Latin American and 

Caribbean States (CELAC) is the EU’s counterpart in the bi-regional partnership. 

The EU is the second trade partner for the CELAC region and also remains the leading 

foreign investor in CELAC countries.  

Cooperation between the EU and CELAC in the field of Science, Technology and 

Innovation has been recognized as a very successful chapter under the overall EU-

CELAC Partnership
59

. The focus of cooperation has been on common challenges such as 

climate change and biodiversity, bioeconomy, energy, health and ICT. The EU-CELAC 

Summit in June 2015 called for a strengthened political framework for cooperation and 

moving towards a Common Research Area. At the 5
th

 Senior Officials Meeting under the 

EU-CELAC Joint Initiative for Research and Innovation (JIRI) in March 2016, the 

Senior Officials confirmed their commitment to the implementation of the Common 

Research Area based on three pillars: mobility of researchers, access to research 

infrastructures and jointly addressing common challenges. 

 

3.4.2. Priorities for S&T cooperation 

Mobility of researchers will continue to be promoted by the European Research Council 

(ERC) via framework conditions to allow scientists to temporarily join research teams 

run by ERC grantees. Likewise, the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions continue to offer 

significant mobility opportunities in both directions, as proven by the significant number 

of researchers hosted by both CELAC and European organisations in the first two years 

of Horizon 2020. 

The access to the 'Research Infrastructures' pillar will build on existing cooperation such 

as the joint venture, EULALINK, which was established in June 2015 to lay a 

transatlantic optic fibre cable from Portugal to Brazil with extensions to nearly all South 

American countries. The Commission supports a group of public actors (gathered in the 

consortium BELLA: Building European Link to Latin America
60

) that can take advantage 

of the new capabilities offered with the objective to extend the cable's high capacity to 

other academic networks in Latin America, ensuring capillarity and equal access for 

academia and non-profit organisations in the region. 

The installation of the trans-Atlantic submarine cable will offer opportunities to enhance 

joint development and access to Research Infrastructures in a number of scientific areas 

such as physics, cultural heritage, biodiversity and carbon cycle (in particular in 

connection with the LIFEWATCH infrastructure). Higher connectivity will increase 

opportunities for research infrastructures from Latin America to further develop links to 

European infrastructures and to participate in the 'Integrating Activities of the Research 

                                                 
59 In addition to regional cooperation, 4 of the 33 CELAC countries have bilateral S&T Agreements with 

the EU (Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Mexico).  
60 BELLA is composed of 12 European and Latin American Research and Education Networks: 

RedCLARA (the Latin American regional network, leader in collaboration with GEANT), GEANT 

(the European regional network) and the networks from Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, 

Portugal, Spain, France, Italy and Germany. 
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Infrastructure' part of Horizon 2020, which can fund the access of international users 

(Research teams) to European research infrastructures. 

A mapping of existing research infrastructures in the CELAC region and an appropriate 

understanding of their regional capacity will allow the definition of strategic priorities for 

collaboration between the EU and CELAC. 

Under the third pillar of the Common Research Area 'Jointly addressing common 

challenges' there is a wide range of on-going cooperation and considerable potential for 

more.  

In the area of biodiversity and climate change, the Belmont Forum is an important 

platform through which the EU implements its international cooperation strategy. In 

2016 it will implement two new collaborative research actions on 'Food, Water & Energy 

for Sustainable Global Urbanisation' and 'Transformations to sustainability'. In addition, 

an extension of ongoing Belmont Forum activities in the fields of e-Infrastructures 

(targeting open access to data and e-Infrastructures) and biodiversity are foreseen in the 

coming years. CELAC countries are encouraged to participate in the Belmont Forum and 

take advantage of the cooperation opportunities it offers. 

Sustainable urbanisation is a shared priority of Europe and Latin America, focusing on 

common challenges such as pollution, loss of biodiversity, energy, waste and 

management, in connection with both environment protection - climate services and 

nature-based solutions for sustainable cities, such as risk prevention, as well as with food 

and agriculture resources -soil monitoring, water pollution impacts, etc.  

In order to promote cooperation, the EU's 'Multi-stakeholder dialogue platform to 

promote innovation with nature' explicitly refers to fostering dialogue and collaboration 

with Latin-American partners.  

Synergies are also being explored between Horizon 2020 and the EU Climate Change 

Regional Cooperation Programme for Latin America - EUROCLIMA
61

 to link policy 

making with research and innovation actions in the area of Knowledge Management for 

Climate Services.   

In the area of health research, the recent outbreak of the ZIKA virus has shown that a 

network such as the Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness 

(GloPID-R) is crucial in quickly gathering resources from both EU and CELAC. A 

dedicated Horizon 2020 call on ZIKA was launched in March 2016 to set up a research 

network across Latin America to facilitate, coordinate and implement urgent research 

against the ZIKA outbreak, and lay the foundation for a preparedness research network 

against future emerging severe infectious threats.  

Other health topics of future cooperation concern primarily chronic diseases, infectious 

diseases and anti-microbial resistance. CELAC countries are encouraged to join the 

multilateral health initiatives through which the EU structures its international 

cooperation in these areas. In relation to chronic diseases, Mexico and Argentina have 

joined the Global Alliance for Chronic Diseases (GACD). Regarding infectious diseases 

Brazil, Mexico and Argentina have joined the Global Research Collaboration for 

Infectious Disease Preparedness (GloPID-R). Argentina has also become an observer in 

the Joint Programming Initiative on Anti-Microbial Resistance
62

. The participation in 

these multi-lateral initiatives will allow CELAC countries to work closely with the EU 

(and other funding agencies) to coordinate investments in health research.  

                                                 
61 Under the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI) 
62 http://www.jpiamr.eu/ 
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In the area of energy, despite the substantial bilateral cooperation with Brazil (biofuels) 

and Mexico (geothermal), the potential for cooperation in energy research with CELAC 

is currently underexploited. As a first step, the potential to develop ocean energy research 

in cooperation with Chile, Mexico and other CELAC countries is to be further explored. 

In the area of ICT, the deployment of High Performance Computing is of key interest for 

EU-CELAC cooperation. Cooperation also focuses on innovative services with link to 

innovation stakeholders and end-user community representatives, e.g. through innovation 

hubs or “Living Labs”. 

The EU's strategic partners for 'Raw Materials Diplomacy'
63

 include several Latin 

American countries. The Horizon 2020 WP 2016-2017 on Raw Materials opens the door 

to CELAC participation, notably regarding a 'World Forum on Raw Materials' and an 

'International network of raw materials training centres'. 

Finally, several initiatives related to Smart Specialisation are being implemented in some 

regions of CELAC countries,
 
 notably in Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Peru, Mexico and 

Brazil, aiming at fostering regional competitiveness and economies, based in most of the 

cases on the EU experience in developing research and innovation smart specialisation 

strategies. 

 

3.4.3. Framework Conditions 

A positive step forward towards the improvement of the framework conditions for EU-

CELAC cooperation are the Implementing Arrangements signed by the European 

Research Council with Argentina and Mexico in 2015. These allow scientists to 

temporarily join a research team run by an ERC grantee. Brazil, Peru, Colombia, Chile 

and Uruguay have also expressed interest in signing such arrangements. Significant 

progress has been made with Brazil in this regard. 

                                                 
63 http://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/raw-materials/specific-interest/international-aspects/index_en.htm  


