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The challenges and the Calls 
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Work Programme pre-publication 

This draft version of the Horizon 2020 work programmes for 
2016-2017 is not yet endorsed by the Commission and it does 
not in any way prejudge the final decision of the Commission. 
 
The adoption and the publication of the work programme by 
the Commission are expected in mid-October 2015. Only the 
adopted work programme will have legal value. 
 
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/draft-
work-programmes-2016-17  
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Horizon 2020 work programme 2016-2017: 
Proposing solutions to global challenges 

• Feed 9 billion people by 2050 by improving farming and food 
systems' capacity to sustainably supply sufficient and healthy food 

 

• Unlock the potential of seas and oceans which cover 70% of the 
Earth's surface and host 50% of known species 

 

• Raise the sustainable growth potential of rural areas and their 
ability to cope with demographic, climatic and economic change 

 

•  Boost bio-based markets to create over 36% growth/ year in the 
sector and 90.000 new jobs 



• Foster resilient and resource efficient primary production and 
industry as well as sustainable and healthy consumption 

 

• Demonstrate the innovative potential of the Oceans by 
bringing technology to market 

 

• Foster innovation and business opportunities for rural and 
coastal areas through new territorial approaches and business 
models 

 

•  Re-industrialise Europe through new bio-based value-chains, 
securing sustainable biomass 

Horizon 2020 work programme 2016-2017: 
Four core objectives 



Four Societal Challenge 2 Calls  
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food security 

Blue 
Growth 
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Bio-based 
innovation 

for 
sustainable 
goods and 
services 



Societal Challenge 2 2016-17 Budget 
 

SC2 (RTD + AGRI) 

(784 M€) 

To other  

H2020 parts 

115 M€ 

SC2 other actions  

32M€ 

SC2 calls 

637M€ 

 SC2 WP: 

 4 Calls + other actions 

 Budget AGRI + RTD + others 

747 M€ 

From other 

parts  

to SC2 calls 

 + 78 M€ 



Topic distribution and budget distribution 
between calls 

Topics  
(including other contributions) 

SFS

BG

RUR

BB

Others SC2

Other parts

Budget  
(including other contributions) 

SFS

BG

RUR

BB

Others SC2

Other parts



SC2 Topics & Budget change:  
2014-15 to 2016-17 

Societal Challenge 2 calls: 4 Calls, 83 topics, 715.5M €  
    

482 m EUR 

715,50 m EUR 
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Four societal challenge 2 calls 



Work Programme 2016-2017 
 

Focus Area Call 
Sustainable Food Security -  

Resilient and resource efficient 
value chains 

(SFS) 
 

Jürgen Lucas, RTD.F.3 

Focus Area Call 

Sustainable Food Security -  
Resilient and resource 
efficient value chains 
(SFS) 

431 M€ to ensure sufficient, safe and 
nutritious food for all while safeguarding 
natural resources 

 



Consumers, diet & health  

Food security  

Primary production and 

food chain  

The Sustainable Food Security call at a glance 
 



Sustainable Food Security: our daily bread 
€ 431,5 million to ensure sufficient, safe and good food 

for all while safeguarding natural resources 
 
 
•  

     

Putting nature- and resource-based approaches at 
the heart of research investments 

Focusing on climate smart agro-food chains 

Putting nutritious and healthy food from land and 
seas on our plates  

Going global: 52 M€ for joint actions with Africa 
and China 



Sustainable Food Security : 6 areas 

Sustainable 
Food Security  

EU-China 
Flagship 

Resilient, resource 
efficient value chains 

Environment/ 
Climate-smart 

primary production  

Competitive 
food industry  

Healthy and safe 
foods and diets 

EU-Africa 
Partnership 

  

 
   



Budget distribution within the call (M€) 

Resilient and 
resource-

efficient value 
chains; 206 

Environment/ 
Climate-smart 

primary 
production; 64 

Competitive 
food industry; 

24 

Healthy food 
and diets for 

all; 85,5 

EU-Africa; 25 

EU-China; 27 



 
 

• Understanding 
Food value chain 
dynamics 

• Innovative agri-
food chains 

• Sustainable Food 
packaging 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• Carbon and 
nitrogen cycling in 
agro-ecosystems 

• Specific agro-
ecological 
production 
systems (legumes, 
grasslands) 

• Ecosystem 
services 

• Socio-economics, 
demography and 
resilience of farms 

 

 

 
 

• Abiotic stresses 

• Biotic stresses 

• Operationalising the 
resilience concept 

• Optimising/reducing 
the use of critical 
inputs 

• Specific actions for 
organic farming 

• Sustainable fisheries 
and aquaculture 

• ERANETs 

• SCAR support 

 

Sustainable food security topics 

Resilient, 

resource-efficient 

value chains 

Environment/ 
Climate-smart 

primary 
production 

Competitive 
food industry 

 
 

• One-Health Co-
fund (zoonoses) 

• Dietary choices of 
children; 
consumers and 
food safety; 

• Diet/impulsivity/c
ompulsivity; 
obesity; 
sweeteners 

 

 

 

 

Healthy food 
and diets for 

all 

25 topics – 204 M€ 7 topics – 64 M€ 3 topics – 24 M€ 5 topics – 85,5 M€ 



Sustainable food security topics 

 
 

• Water retention in soils  

• Breeding of protein crops 

• Urban agriculture 

• Food safety 

• Authentication and traceability 

 

 

 
 

• ERANET Cofund 

• Innovation for promoting food and nutrition 
security and sustainable agriculture in 
Africa 

• Earth observation services for the 
monitoring of agricultural production in 
Africa 

 

EU-Africa 

Partnership 

EU-China 
Flagship 

3 topics – 25 M€ 5 topics – 27 M€ 
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25 topics – 206 M€ 
 

• Abiotic stresses (water, nutrients) and efficient 
resource use  

• Biotic stresses (Plant and animal health; IPM 
approaches; diagnostic tools; bee health) 

• Operationalising the resilience concept (diversity; 
genetic resources, plant and animal breeding)  

• Optimising/reducing use of (critical) inputs 
(robotics (CNECT), weeding, pesticides)  

• Specific actions for organic farming 

• Sustainable fisheries and aquaculture 
management 

Resilient, resource-efficient value chains 



7 topics – 64 M€ 
 

• Carbon and nitrogen cycling in 
agro-ecosystems 

• Specific production systems 
(legumes, grassland) 

• Ecosystem services (soil based, 
pollination, pest predators, 
economics of ES) 

• Socio-economics, demography 
and resilience of farms  

 
 
 

Environment and climate-smart primary production  

Pictures © Cows: European Commisssion – Landscape: Thinkstock 



3 topics – 24 M€ 
 

• Understanding Food value chain 
dynamics 

• Innovative agri-food chains: unlocking 
the competitiveness and sustainability 
potential  

• Sustainable Food packaging; 

 

+ ERA-NET + SME 

 

Competitive food industry  

© Thinkstock 



Healthy and safe foods and diets for all 

5 topics – 85,5 M€ 
 

• One-Health Co-fund 
(zoonoses) 

 

• Dietary choices of children; 
consumers and food safety; 

 

• Diet/impulsivity/compulsivity; 
obesity; sweeteners 

 

 
 

 
 

Pictures © Thinkstock #515964375; Fotolia; Carl Warner, 2012  



3 topics – 25M€ 

• ERANET Cofund 

• Innovation for promoting food and nutrition security and 
sustainable agriculture in Africa 

• Earth observation services for the monitoring of agricultural 
production in Africa 

EU-Africa Partnership 

Pictures © Fotolia, #56070399; #67213489, #83743880 



5 topics – 27 M€ 
 

• Water retention in soils  

• Breeding of protein crops 

• Urban agriculture 

• Food safety  

• Authentication and traceability 

 

EU-China Flagship initiative 

Pictures © Fotolia, #60940250 



WP2016/2017 
 

EXAMPLES 

SFS-05-2017 More resilient and resource efficient value 

chains 

Robotics Advances for Precision Farming (RIA)  

 

SFS-28-2017 Environment-smart and climate-smart 

primary production 

Functional biodiversity – productivity gains through functional 

biodiversity: effective interplay of crop pollinators and pest 

predators  (RIA) 

SFS-35-2017 A competitive food industry Innovative solutions for sustainable food packaging (IA) 

SFS-37-2016 Healthy and safe foods and diets for all  The impact of consumer practices in food safety: risks and 

mitigation strategies (RIA) 

SFS-43-2017 EU-Africa Partnership on food and nutrition 

security and sustainable agriculture 

Earth observation services for the monitoring of agricultural 

production in Africa (RIA) 

SFS-48-2017 EU-China FAB Flagship initiative Resource-efficient urban agriculture for multiple benefits (IA) 

Pictures © European Commission 



ERA-NETs 2016 

ERANET COFUND – Public-Private Partnerships in the Bioeconomy 

 
A – Organic farming and food production 
B – Sustainable food production and consumption 
C – A knowledge platform for the intestinal microbiome 
 



ERA-NETS 2017 

OTHER-3: Specific Grant Agreements for ERANET Cofund Actions 

supporting Joint Actions towards Public-Private Partnerships in the Bioeconomy 

• A - Sustainable crop production    

• B - Innovative forest-based bioeconomy 

• C - GMO research  

• D - Nutrition/epigenome 



Work Programme 2016-2017 
 

Focus Area Call 
Sustainable Food Security -  

Resilient and resource efficient 
value chains 

(SFS) 
 

Jürgen Lucas, RTD.F.3 

Focus Area Call 

Blue growth 
(BG) 

 

Demonstrate the innovation potential of the 
oceans 

 

 

Pictures © European Commission 



Blue Growth 
€ 129 million to demonstrate an ocean of 

opportunities 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• Demonstrate the innovative potential of 
the oceans by bringing technologies to 
the market 

• Ensure a healthy ocean for healthy 
people 

• Seize the opportunities of integrated sea 
basin Strategies (the Mediterranean and 
the Arctic) 



Blue 
Growth 

Boosting 
Innovation for 
emerging Blue 

Growth 
activities 

Healthy 
oceans and 

seas for 
healthy 
people 

The Arctic 
Dimension 

Valorising the 
Mediterranean 

Sea basin 

Blue Growth: 4 areas 



Budget distribution within the call (M€) 

Boosting 
innovation for 
emerging blue 

growth 
activities; 57 

Healthy 
oceans for 

healthy 
people; 21 

The Arctic 
dimension; 40 

Valorising the 
mediterranean 
sea basin; 11 

€ 129 million  



 
 

• An integrated 
Arctic observation 
system 

• Impact of Arctic 
changes on the 
weather and 
climate of the 
Northern 
Hemisphere 

• Climate impacts 
on Arctic 
permafrost and its 
socio-economic 
impact, with a 
focus on coastal 
areas 

 
 

• Interaction 
between humans, 
oceans and seas:  

• Blue green 
innovation for 
clean coasts and 
seas  

• Innovative 
sustainable 
solutions for 
improving the 
safety and dietary 
properties of 
seafood  

 

 
 

• Large-scale 
integrated algae 
biorefineries 

• High value-added 
specialised vessel 
concepts 

• Multi-use of the 
oceans marine 
space, offshore and 
near-shore: 

• Legal and 
environmental 
issues 

• Enabling 
technologies 

• ERANET Marine 
technologies 

Blue Growth topics 

Boosting Innovation 

for emerging Blue 

Growth activities 

Healthy 
oceans and 

seas for 
healthy people 

The Arctic 
Dimension 

 
 

• Towards an 
integrated 
Mediterranean Sea 
Observing System 

• Support to the 
BLUEMED 
Initiative: 
Coordination of 
marine and maritime 
research and 
innovation activities 
in the Mediterranean 

 

 

Valorising the 
Mediterranean 

Sea basin 

5 topics – 57 M€ 3 topics – 21 M€ 3 topics – 40 M€ 2 topics – 11 M€ 



WP2016/2017 
 

EXAMPLES 

BG-01-2016 Boosting Innovation for emerging  

Blue Growth activities 

Large-scale algae biomass integrated biorefineries (IA) 

BG-08-2017 Linking healthy oceans and seas for 

healthy people 

Innovative sustainable solutions for improving the safety and 

dietary properties of seafood (IA) 

BG-10-2016 The Arctic Dimension Impact of Arctic changes on the weather and climate of the 

Northern Hemisphere (RIA) 

BG-12-2016 Valorising the Mediterranean Sea Basin Towards an integrated Mediterranean Sea Observing System 

(RIA) 

Pictures © European Commission 



Work Programme 2016-2017 
 

Focus Area Call 
Sustainable Food Security -  

Resilient and resource efficient 
value chains 

(SFS) 
 

Jürgen Lucas, RTD.F.3 

Call 
Rural renaissance : Fostering 
innovation and business 
opportunities  
(RUR) 
 
128M€ to grasp promising opportunities to 
boost rural growth and jobs 



Rural renaissance at a glance: what is it about? 

• Opportunities for sustainable rural growth… 
• … looked at through integrated approaches… 
• … cutting accross sectors… 
• … taking a territorial perspective… 

 
• … with the ambition to: 
• modernize policies & governance 
• foster new business development 
• boost innovation, co-creation and exploitation of knowledge 
• enhance social and human capital 



Rural renaissance: our territories 
€ 128 million to grasp promising opportunities  

to boost rural growth and jobs 
 
 
 •  

     

Invest in businesses:  

47 M€ for new business models, new value chains and better 
connectivity 

Invest in people:  

49 M€ to boost innovation, co-creation and exploitation of knowledge by 
improving skills and innovation systems 

Invest in better decision-making:  

25 M€ to modernize policies and governance to make the most out of 
our resourceful territories sustainably 

Help us to have it all:  

more and better jobs, better environment, better social cohesion  



Rural renaissance : 3 areas 

Rural 
renaissance 

New 
approaches 

towards 
Policies and 
governance 

New value 
chains and 
business 
models 

Innovation 
and skills 

development 

5 Topics,  
(4 RIA, 1 IA) 
32 M€ 

4 Topics 
(3 RIA, 1 IA) 
47 M€ 

7 Topics 
3 RIA, 4 CSA 
49 M€ 
 

16 Topics 
10 RIA, 2 IA, 4 CSA 
128 M€ (66M€ in 2016 – 62 M€ in 2017) 
 



Budget distribution within the call (M€) 

New 
approaches 

towards 
Policies and 
governance 

; 32 

New value 
chains and 
business 

models; 47 

Innovation and 
skills 

development; 
49 



 
 

• Thematic networks 

• Experimental and 
demonstration farms: 

• Mapping & linking 

• Thematic networks of 
demonstration farms 

• Building a future science 
and education system 

• Advisors' role in AKIS 

• Working together in EU 
countries where 
cooperation level is low 

• Optimising interactive 
innovation projects and 
policies for innovation 

 
 

• Crop diversification 
systems for delivery of 
food, feed, industrial 
products and ecosystem 
services 

• Resource-efficient and 
profitable industrial 
crops on marginal lands 

• Demonstration of 
integrated logistics for 
food and non-food 
applications 

• Business models for 
modern rural economies 

 

 

 
 

• Territorial interactions: 
enhance synergies, 
adapt policies, foster 
cross-sectorial 
cooperation 

• Rural-urban 
• Land-sea 

 
• 'Towards 2030': policies 

and decision tools for an 
integrated management 
of natural resources 
 

• Economic benefits from 
ecosystem services:  

• Farming & drinking 
water 

• Forest ecosystem 
services (IA) 

Rural renaissance topics 

Policies & 
governance 

Value chains & 
business 
models 

Innovation and 
skill 

development 

5 topics – 32 M€ 4 topics – 47 M€ 7 topics – 49 M€ 



WP2016/2017 
 

EXAMPLES 

RUR-05-2017 New approaches towards policies and 

governance 

Novel public policies, business models and mechanisms for 

the sustainable supply of and payment for forest ecosystem 

services (IA) 

RUR-09-2017 New value chains and business models Business models for modern rural economies (RIA) 

RUR-12-2017 Innovation and skill development Networking European farms to boost thematic knowledge 

exchanges and close the innovation gap (CSA) 

Pictures © European Commission 



Work Programme 2016-2017 
 

Focus Area Call 
Sustainable Food Security -  

Resilient and resource efficient 
value chains 

(SFS) 
 

Jürgen Lucas, RTD.F.3 

Call 
Bio-based innovation for 
sustainable goods and 
services 
(BB) 
 

 



• Fostering a sustainable biomass supply and 
building new value chains 

Feedstock 

• Optimising efficient processing through R&D and 
upscaling in large-scale demo/flagship biorefineries 

Biorefineries* 

• Developing markets for bio-based products and 
optimising policy frameworks 

Markets, 
products and 

policies  

* Mainly implemented through the BBI-JU 

Biorefineries* 

Supporting 
market 

development 

Specific Programme 
Policy objectives behind for bio-based industries 
in the bioeconomy 



Bio-based Innovation for Sustainable Goods and Services  
€ 27 million to boost bio-based markets 

• Create over 3% growth per year in 
this sector and 90 000 jobs 

 

• Re-industrialise the EU through new 
bio-based value chains, securing 
sustainable biomass 



Bio-based innovation for sustainable goods 
and services areas 

Bio-based 
innovation 

for 
sustainable 
goods and 
services 

Securing 
sustainable 

biomass 
supply 

Crosscutting 
(Rural 

Renaissance) 
Building the 
bio-based 
markets of 
the future 



Budget distribution within the call (M€) 

Securing 
sustainable 

biomass 
supply 

; 23 

Building the 
bio-based 

markets of the 
future; 4 



 
 

• Mobilisation and mutual 
learning (2016, MML CSA – 
3€) 

• Widening regional 
dimension (2017, CSA – 1 
M€) 

• Life-cycle analysis of wood 
value chains (2016, RIA – 4 
M€) 

• Sustainability schemes 
(2016, RIA - 3 M€) 

• Data on bio-based 
industries and products 
(2017,RIA - 3M€) 

 
• Tree breeding 

strategies and tools 
(2017, RIA - 5M€) 

• Forest production 
systems (2016, IA – 2 
€) 

Bio-based innovation topics  

Securing 
Sustainable 

biomass 
supply 

Building the 
bio-based 

markets of the 
future 

• Circular economy –
Potential of urban 
waste(2017, RIA – 
3M€) 

• Plant Molecular Factory 
(2017, FPA  - 5M€) 



4 topics – 23 M€ 
 

• Sustainability schemes for the bio-based 
economy  

• Towards a methodology for the collection of 
statistical data on bio-based industries and 
bio-based products  

• Adaptive tree breeding strategies and tools 
for forest production systems resilient to 
climate change and natural disturbances 

 

 
 

Securing sustainable biomass supply 



2 topics – 4 M€ 
 

• Bio-based products: mobilisation and 
mutual learning action plan 

• Bio-based industries regional dimension 

Building the bio-based markets of the future 



WP2016/2017 
 

EXAMPLES 

BB-03-2017 Securing sustainable biomass supply for 

bio-based goods and services 

Adaptive tree breeding strategies and tools for forest 

production systems resilient to climate change and natural 

disturbances (RIA) 

BB-05-2017 Building the "bio-based markets of the 

future"- mobilising stakeholders 

engagement  

Bio-based products: Mobilisation and mutual learning action 

plan (CSA) 

Pictures © European Commission 



Four SC2 calls interact 

Sustainable food 
security 

Rural renaissance: 
 

 
 
 
Blue Growth 

 
 
 
Bio-based innovation 

Innovation support topics, networks 

Integrated food and non-food 
approaches 

Land-sea 
interaction 

Education, skills 

Fisheries, 
Aquaculture 

Seafood 
safety 

Sustainable 
biomass 
supply 

Markets for 
bio-based 
products 

Sustainable 
production 
 
Closing loops 
at regional 
levels 

Cleaning 
the oceans 

Algae 
biorefineries 



Call deadlines 

2016 

CALLS Deadlines 
Information to 

applicants 
(provisional) 

 Grant 

Agreements 

SFS, 

BG, 

RUR,  

BB 

two-stage submission  

 (RIA) 

1st stage 17 Feb 2016 13 May 2016 - 

 2nd stage 13 September 2016 23 November 2016 14 May 2017 

single stage submission  

(IA, CSA, ERA Net, Xylella RIA) 
 Single stage 

 

17 Feb 2016 

  

6 June 2016 14 October 2016 

BUDGET 2016: EUR 340 million (SFS: 180 M€ - BG 82 M€  - RR 66 M€  - BB  12 M€ )  

2017 

CALLS Deadlines 
Information to 

applicants 

 Grant 

Agreements 

 SFS,  

 BG, 

RUR,  

 BB 

two-stage submission  

 (RIA, IA) 

1st stage 14 Feb 2017 

 2nd stage 13 Sept 2017 

single stage submission  

(CSA, ERA Net) 
 Single stage 14 Feb 2017 

BUDGET 2017 : EUR 375 million (SFS 251 M€ - BG 47 M€ .m – RUR 62 M€ BB 15 M€)  



The Multi-actor approach under WP2016-2017 

• Investment X 2,5  371,5 Million euros 

• 38 topics in 3 calls: SFS, RUR, IoT 

 

 

 

 

0

5

10

15

20

25

SFS RUR IoT

Number of multi-actor topics in 
WP2016-2017 

2016-2017 2016 2017

 € 221.500.000  

 € 120.000.000  

 € 30.000.000  

Distribution of budget for multi-actor 
projects 

SFS

RUR

IoT



All multi-actor projects have the following sentence in the 
description of the topic: 

"Proposals should fall under the concept of multi-
actor approach" 

Described in the introductory part of the work programme 
as follows… 

 

Multi-actor projects in Horizon 2020 



The multi-actor approach under WP2016-2017: 
Key elements 

• Description now in WP introduction p. 9-10 

• Multi-actor projects are about interactive innovation 

• Beyond dissemination requirement and stakeholders' board 

• Genuine and sufficient involvement of various actors all along 
the project, from planning to demonstration 

• Demonstrate how project will respond to end-users needs 

• Substantial practical knowledge easily accessible and 
understandable 

• Material  EIP-AGRI (for EIP-AGRI related areas) 

• Common format 

• Connect with operational groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• "multi-actor" is more than a strong dissemination requirement or 
what a broad stakeholders' board can deliver 

• "all along the project" *: a clear role for the different actors 
in the work plan, from the participation in the planning of work 
and experiments, their execution up until the dissemination of 
results and the possible demonstration phase.  

• Project proposals should illustrate sufficient quantity and quality 
of knowledge exchange activities  

This should generate innovative solutions that are more likely 
to be applied thanks to the cross-fertilisation of ideas between 
actors, the co-creation and the generation of co-ownership for 
eventual results.  

 

Multi-actor projects 



A multi-actor project needs to take into account: 

• how the project proposal's objectives and planning are 
targeted to needs / problems and opportunities of 
end-users  

• the composition of the project consortium must get 
sufficient involvement of key actors with complementary 
types of knowledge (scientific and practical) to reach the 
project objectives and make its results broadly 
implemented.  

Facilitation between actors and openness to involve additional 
actors/group of actors in the project, for instance relevant groups 
operating in EIP context, are strongly recommended. 

 

Multi-actor projects in Horizon 2020 



EIP-AGRI: catalysing innovation together 



• The establishment of European Innovation Partnerships (EIPs) 

in different sectors represents a new approach under the 

Europe 2020 Strategy to speed up innovation. 

• The Europe 2020 Flagship Initiative "Innovation Union" 

specifies European Innovation Partnerships (EIP) as a new tool 

for fostering innovation through linking existing policies 

and instruments 

• EIPs should provide favourable conditions for research and 

innovation partners to co-operate and achieve better and 

faster results compared to existing approaches 

 

 

EIPs - a new Europe 2020 Strategy approach 



EIP-AGRI in short 

• Aim: Fostering a competitive and sustainable 
agriculture and forestry sector that ‘achieves 
more from less’ 

• Approach: Closing the innovation gap between 
research and practice and forming partnerships 
by: 

• Using the interactive innovation model   

• Linking actors through the EIP-AGRI Network 

• Shape existing knowledge into solutions 

 



EIP-AGRI in short 

• Overarching concept– funding in Common Agricultural Policy-

Rural Development and Horizon 2020 Research funds 

• Based on interactive innovation model: 

Collaboration between various actors (scientists, farmers, 

consultants and industry actors) to make best use of 

complementary types of knowledge (scientific, practical, 

organisational, etc) in view of co-creation and diffusion of 

solutions/opportunities ready to implement in practice.  

• Key entities under Rural Development funds: local or regional 

Operational Groups 

• EU wide EIP network: communication, partnering, dissemination, 

knowledge flows and collecting practice needs  

 



The EIP-AGRI website 

http://www.eip-agri.eu 
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Farming Practice 
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EIP-AGRI 



Horizon 2020 (EU Research Policy) 

• Multi-actor research projects involving  
the agricultural community  

• Thematic networks, unlocking and 
exchanging knowledge across the EU 

Rural Development Programmes 

• Operational Groups 

• Project funding  

• Innovation support services 

 

 

Means to implement the EIP-AGRI 



More on EIP and Operational groups 

Factsheets on www.eip-agri.eu 

EIP Network Operational groups 



• Info on EIP formats under Horizon 2020 & list 
of topics: 

http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-
eip/files/fact_sheet_horizon_2020_2015_web_2.pdf 

 

• Looking for partners in Horizon 2020 multi-
actor projects or thematic networks? 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Partner-Search-
Horizon-2020-Food-7416906 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More info on Multi-Actor projects and 
Thematic networks: 

http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/fact_sheet_horizon_2020_2015_web_2.pdf
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• Concrete innovation projects finding 
innovative solutions  

• Different competencies (practical and 
scientific) 

• “Hands-on" groups  

• Benefit from the interactions 

OPERATIONAL GROUP 

What is an Operational Group? 



Farmers 

NGOs Advisors 

Researchers 
Agri- 

business 

Operational 
Group 

Setting up an Operational Group 



• EIP operational groups funded under rural development 
programmes are multi-actor, project based and tackle 
a certain practical problem or opportunity which 
may lead to an innovation  

• The operational group is tailored to this 
problem/opportunity and makes the best use of 
different types of knowledge (practical, scientific, 
technical, organisational, etc) in an interactive way. 

• The operational group is composed of those key 
actors (farmers, advisors, researchers, businesses, 
NGOs etc) which are in the best position to realize the 
project's goals and to share experiences broadly.  

OPERATIONAL GROUP 

What is an Operational Group? 



• Thematic networks follow the multi-actor approach 

for greater user acceptance and focus on application 

potential 

• Projects involving a wide range of actors as 

relevant for the specific themes:  

• researchers,  

• advisors, innovation support services,  

• farmers/farmers' groups,  

• also e.g. enterprises, education, NGOs, 

administration, regulatory bodies,…   

OPERATIONAL GROUP 

Thematic Networks 



Main aim: 

• Synthesise, share and present best 

practices and research results focusing on 

themes and issues that are near to be put 

into practice 

• Produce material for practitioners 5 
networks in the range of 2 mio Euro on 
specific themes to be proposed bottom-up 

OPERATIONAL GROUP 

Thematic Networks 



• Projects must develop end-user material:  

• for broad dissemination to practice (info sheets 

in a common format and audio-visual material)  

• that is long-term available and easily 

understandable,  

• should feed into the EIP network (section in the 

contract)  

• common format for "practice abstracts" in the 

EIP network must be used and is available on the 

website 

OPERATIONAL GROUP 

Thematic Networks 



• NO pure research networks: key is to include 

practical/tacit "non-formalised" knowledge from practitioners, 

user groups, farmers etc and deploy a vast reservoir of 

knowledge 

• For the purpose of organisation, possible sub-networks 

may have a more limited focus, e.g. the 

local/regional/national level or for a specific 

crop/product/farming  

Output of end-user materials: 

• Use well known existing communication channels for 

practitioners as much as possible + the EIP network 

• Substantial in quantitative and qualitative way 

OPERATIONAL GROUP 

Thematic Networks 



• Open calls for interest of participation 

• 20 participants, different types of actors 

• Short duration, focused 

• Inspiration to set up Operational Groups 

• 13 Focus Groups (FG) 

• New Focus Groups (starting June 2015): 

• New entrants into farming: lessons 
to foster innovation and 
entrepreneurship (FG14) 

• Water & agriculture: adaptive 
strategies at farm level (FG15)  

• New call for Focus Groups in July! 

 

EIP-AGRI Focus Groups 


