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Since 1998 central research competencies in the field of science-industry cooperation were developed 
within the competence centres programmes Kplus, K_ind, and K_net. At the end of 2005, the first 
centres had reached the end of the funding period. Building on these experiences the new programme 
COMET - Competence Centres for Excellent Technologies was launched in 2006. 
 
The programmes are internationally recognised as Best-Practice model and have been among the 
most successful technology policy initiatives in Austria. Today, some 1,500 researchers from science 
and industry work on jointly defined research programmes at more than 50 centres and networks.  
 
The distinct new element of COMET is the ambitious orientation towards excellence, involving 
international research expertise and securing the technological leadership of companies in order to 
strengthen Austria as a research location. Scientific as well as technological developments towards 
innovation are to be promoted. The applied orientation of the research and actual use to industry are 
priorities. 
 
COMET provides special support to those research activities which operate at the cutting-edge and 
which also promise a high international profile. The competences of the existing players are to be 
bundled in order to obtain a global competitive advantage by using synergies. COMET also 
contributes to developing human resources in Austria with attractive offers for researchers. 
 

Focus and Target Groups 
 
The programme addresses existing competence centres and networks, as well as new consortia with 
participants from science and industry. At the core is a research programme jointly defined by 
science and industry. 
 
The COMET programme has three programme lines which are scaled according to their target, ratio 
of public funding, size of consortium and duration: K2-Centres, K1-Centres and K-Projects. All three 
programme lines are thematically open. However, every K-Centre and every K-Project must have a 
defined topic. 
 
K-Centres have to involve at least five company partners. In case funding is granted, the Centres have 
to be implemented as separate legal entities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Overview of the three programme lines 

 

K1-Centres implement top-level research 

with a focus on scientific and technological 
developments to qualify for the future markets 
with a medium-term to long-term perspective.  

Where possible and appropriate, existing 
structures and focal points of excellent 
research are to be bundled, or to be newly 
created  

As the total number of centres is to remain 
constant and renewal is to be ensured, 
existing competence centres are competing 
with each other as well as with new consortia 
(e.g. existing K-projects evolving towards K1).  
Initially, funding will be applied only for the 
first funding period (year 1-4).The second 
funding period can be applied after a 
successful mid-term evaluation (year 5-8). 
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General evaluation criteria apply for all lines while additional criteria are valid only for K1/K2-Centres, 
respectively for K2-Centres. 
 

 
 
Figure 2: Evaluation criteria of the three programme lines 

 

Evaluation 
 
The evaluation of K1-Centres is based on a one stage procedure including a hearing of each 
consortium. 
 

Planned Evaluation Process 

External evaluation 

Austrian Science Fund (FWF) / Christian Doppler 
Research Association (CDG)  

Written Evaluation by international Peers 

Internal evaluation 

Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG) 

Written Evaluation by experts from FFG 

Hearings  

with experts having centres specific thematic expertise (approx. 3 international peers, 1-2 FFG experts)  

and 2-3 panel members as observers  

Funding recommendation by the Panel  

consisting of 7 voting members: 3 nominated by FFG, 3 by CDG/ FWF.  

The chair person will be nominated by the Ministries. 

Decision on funding by the Federal Ministers  

Figure 3: Overview of the ex-ante evaluation process  
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Written Evaluation: The applications are evaluated by experts of the Austrian Research Promotion 
Agency (FFG) as well as by external experts (international peers). The international peer review is 
coordinated by FWF and CDG.  
 
Hearings: The main objective of the hearing is to answer any questions arising during the external 
and internal written evaluations and to obtain additional information from the applicants. The results of 
the hearing will be summarized in a protocol and made available to the panel members. Each hearing 
takes 4 hours (0.5 h presentation of the consortia, 1.5 h discussion and 2 h closed session). 
 
Panel: The panel is recommending which applications should be funded. Applications by existing 
competence centres which are not recommended for funding are evaluated by the panel whether they 
qualify for a phasing out period.  

 

Time Schedule 4th K1 Call 

Start of 4
th

 K1 Call 13
th
 July 2015 

Deadline for applications 2
nd

 December 2015 

Hearings 7
th
–16

th
 June 2016 in Vienna 

Panel 29
th
-30

th
 June 2016 in Vienna 

 
At half time of a centre’s duration (in the fourth year) a mid-term evaluation is foreseen. Funding for 
the second period (year 5-8) depends on a positive outcome of the mid-term evaluation.  

 

Facts &Figures in COMET 
 
In total two Calls for K2-Centres, four Calls for K1-Centres and six calls for K-Projects have been 
launched so far: 

 2007 and 2009: K2- and K1-Centres and K-Projects 

 2008, 2011 K-Projects only  

 2013 K-Projects and K1-Centres 

 2015 K-Projects and K1-Centres (actual Calls) 
 

So far 5 K2-Centres, 18 K1-Centres (three of them are currently being phased out) and 46-K Projects 
with the total volume of about 1.5 billion EUR have been funded. The total volume consists of 
approximately 465 million EUR of federal funding, approximately 233 million EUR of regional funding, 
74 million EUR from the scientific partners and 708 million EUR from the company partners. 
 
4

th
 K1 Call: 

 The available budget for federal funding is approx. 47.6 million EUR 

 The Austrian provinces also support COMET with additional funds (ratio federal/provincial 
funding 2:1) 

 Approx. 7 K1-Centres can be funded 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMET is operated by the Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG) on behalf of the Federal 
Ministry for Transport, Innovation and Technology (BMVIT) and the Federal Ministry of Science, 
Research and Economy (BMWFW). 


