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The UK has agreed to Associate to Horizon Europe

• EC has published Q&A on UK association (updated on 22nd Dec 2021) that states “Once the 
Associated Country status is in force, UK participants will have the same rights as EU participants, 
with the very limited aforementioned exceptions. UK entities will be eligible for funding at the same 
rates and under the same conditions. They will be able to lead project consortia. They will also count 
towards the minimum number of countries in calls for transnational projects.”

• The UK stands ready to formalise our association at the earliest opportunity according to the terms 
agreed under the UK-EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) in December 2020. 

• It is win-win for the UK and other members of Horizon Europe.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/strategy_on_research_and_innovation/documents/ec_rtd_uk-participation-in-horizon-europe.pdf


• There have been persistent delays from the EU which means the UK has not yet associated to Horizon 
Europe.

• The UK government’s preference is still association. But the UK cannot wait indefinitely and is 
preparing for all scenarios.

• The most recent guidance issued by the European Commission on 17th Dec confirmed, whilst the UK is 
awaiting formal association, it should be treated as an Associated Country.

• However, this is only to the point of grant signature. Lots of UK applicants have got to this point or will 
do soon. To provide certainty to the UK research and development sectors, the UK government has 
introduced and extended the financial guarantee.

Current Status of UK Association to Horizon Europe 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf


• On 29 November 2021 the UK Government announced a guarantee for those who have successfully 
bid for Horizon Europe funded activities in the first wave of calls, but who are unable to sign grant 
agreements with the EU due to the fact we have not yet associated to the programme. The scope of 
the guarantee has recently been expanded to cover the second wave of calls.

• The funding is being delivered through UKRI. We have now opened funding routes to deliver most 
elements of the first wave of the funding guarantee:

• EIT KICs (2021), EIC Pathfinder and Transition 2021 calls all opened on 21 Feb 22 on the Innovation 
Funding Service (IFS).

• The ERC Starting Grants call opened on 17 Mar 22 on Je-S.

• Further details and guidance may be viewed at: https://www.ukri.org/publications/horizon-europe-
guarantee-notice-and-guidance/.

UK Horizon Europe guarantee 

https://www.ukri.org/publications/horizon-europe-guarantee-notice-and-guidance/


• Since applications will have been evaluated through the European Commission’s peer review processes 
no further application quality assessment will be undertaken by UKRI. 

• Both for mono-beneficiary and multi-beneficiary grants, this funding will be provided for the lifetime 
of the grant, subject to UKRI terms and conditions. 

• Funding routes for calls covered in the second wave will open from May. 

• For most of the EU calls in scope the funding will be delivered via IFS, and the online form will 
feature a drop-down menu for awardees to select the call they have been successful in.

• For ERC and MSCA calls the funding will be delivered through Je-S, and calls will be opened for 
each grant type individually. Detailed information on timings will be made available in due course.

Details of the UK guarantee 



• Please direct any policy or scope queries to our dedicated inbox: EUGrantsFunding@ukri.org.
• For help with applying through Innovation UK’s IFS system please contact us at: 

heguarantee@iuk.ukri.org. 
• For help with applying to the ERC Starting Grants guarantee call please contact either the Je-S 

Helpdesk jeshelp@je-s.ukri.org for system queries or EUGrantsFunding@ukri.org for policy-related 
queries.

Queries
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About UKRO

• Unique partnership between UKRI and subscribing organisations

• Provide a service to more than 140 subscribing organisations

• A Brussels-based team of advisors

• Part of UKRI’s wider International team

• UK National Contact Point for the European Research Council 
and  Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions

• Factsheet on UK Participation

http://www.ukro.ac.uk/
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Questions?



@UUKIntl @Universities UK International @InternationalUnit

If you have more questions about this webinar, please don’t hesitate to contact us 
at events@international.ac.uk.

Find us online www.international.ac.uk.

https://twitter.com/UUKIntl
https://www.linkedin.com/company/universities-uk-international/
https://www.youtube.com/user/InternationalUnit
mailto:events@international.ac.uk
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/universities-uk-international

