Disclaimer:

The below table listing the questions and answisrprovided for clarification purposes
and is not intended to constitute any corrigendtito the guidelines and its annexes.

Questionsand Answers

Call for Proposals EU-CHINA RESEARCH AND INNOVATION PARTNERSHIP

EuropeAid/135-587/DD/ACT/Multi

Question Answer

IMPORTANT NOTICE PLEASE REAL
QUESTION 1 CAREFULLY

1. Can you explain the mobility requiremel | Following Point 2.1.4 of the guidelines (page 10):
more clearly? Specifically, in a project of 36 | »3) The duration of thindividual mobility schemes
months how many people must be mobile ovefjii| be for a minimum of 3 months taxaximum of
the duration of the project and for how long | 24 monthsand can be split into several excharjge
must they stay in the host country? For periods within the total duration of the contract
example, if each person can be mobile for 1| However, the duration of exchanges for each
month each year over the 3 year period, how researcher or technical/management staff will be
many people must be mobile? for a maximum of 36 months

This is should be understood as
a) The duration of the exchanges for a single
individual under the mobility scheme should each
be between 3 and 24 months
b) the combined total of the exchange periods for a
single individual cannot exceed 24 months.
¢) in the case where the mobility scheme for alsipg
individual is split between several periods (upatp
maximum total of 24 months) these should be tal
place within a maximum period of 36 months.

ng

The guidelines (Point 2.1.4) continue:
"5) The minimum number of individual mobility|in

each partnership must be equivalent to 4 persons
per project yeat.

The above should be understood as minimdil4
time equivalent persons per year i.e. minimum 48
person/months per year.

Within this framework, it is left to the Applicants
propose individual mobility schemes in line with

LA corrigendum notice shall be published when setimgeventual changes to the guidelines for grant
applicants



their respective need
2. Please, send us the Concept Note instruc| The requested document has been published an
in the Grant Application Form, includingbe downloaded from the following webpage:
the Checklist for the Concept Note (Part| A
section 2 of the grant application https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-
form) and the Declaration by the applicant faservices/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome&nbPubliList
the Concept Note (Part A section 3 of the gnaai5&orderby=upd&orderbyad=Descé&searchtyperR
application form, and forms of other documen$&aofr=135587
to be presented.
3. Is the flat rate of EUR 2100 per per- | The flat rate of EUR 2100 per person-month is
month funded at a rate of 100% or 80%7? funded at a rate of maximum 80%.
4. Are we able to claineligible direct costs il| Additional direct eligible costs may be included| in
addition to the flat rate of EUR 2 100? Aréhe budget for costs which are outside of the s¢ope
these funded at 80%7? of the mobility scheme.
For costs directly related to the individual mobil
scheme itself, EUR 2 100 is the flat rate.
The provisions of Article 14 of the Genefal
Conditions to the Standard Grant Contract (see
Annex G of the Guidelines) define which Costs|are
considered as eligible costs.
All Direct Eligible costs (outside and inside the
mobility scheme) are co-funded at a rate | of
maximum 80%.
5. Is the 7% rate for indirect costs applied| Yes. The rate for indirect costs appliecthe total
both the flat rate of EUR 2 100 and to the diredirect eligible costs, which include the flat ratle
costs? EUR 2100.
The flat rate of EUR 2 100 is part of the direcstso
of the action.
The total of indirect costs must not exceed 7% ef t
estimated total eligible direct costs. Indirect s
are eligible provided that they do not include sdgst
assigned to another budget heading in the standgard
grant contract.
The applicant may be asked to justify the percentag
requested before the contract is signed. However,
once the percentage of indirect costs has beed fixe
in the special conditions of the standard grant
contract, no supporting documents need — unless
specifically requested by the Contracting Authority
to be provided.
6. Are the indirect costs funded at 80% | The direct and indirect costs are funded at a @it
100%? maximum 80%.
7. We are looking for partners to furth| The Guidelines provide no information concernjng
develop the research and apply the renewptie identification of specific partners for the
energy technology on a larger scale. We kindhartnership. The Contracting Authority is not ireth
ask you to help us find some eligilgosition to provide the required information.
companies from China for this cooperation. | co-Applicants must fulfill the eligibility criterias




defined in the Gidelines

8. Are Hong Kong and Taiwan bas
organisations eligible under the programme?

etlong Kong and Chinese Taipei are eligible.
As per Footnote 5 of Guidelines, Chinese Taip€
included in Annex 1 to COUNCIL REGULATION
(EC) No 1934/2006

is

N

9. Can the eligible costs in the “supporti
activities” include research consumables

reagents related with the scientific projects
EU researchers in mobility in China will &
working on?

afillligible Direct Costs":

the the following direct costs of the Beneficiary(ie
I&hall be eligible:
¢) purchase coster equipment and supplies (new
or used) specifically for the purposes of the Actior
provided that ownership is transferred at the &nd
the Action when required in Article 7.5;

Please note that all purchases must comply with
Procurement Provisions of Annex IV to the Grant
Contract (Annex G - 3-Annex IV-
e3h3_awardproc_en.doc). This Annex contains t
specific procurement provisions for services, wor
and supply (equipment contracts) detailing which
procedure should be used depending on the amqg
of the contract.

in Sub-Heading "3. Equipment and Supplies" of
Annex Il to the Grant Contract "Budget"
(e3c_budget_en.xls)

UNDER GRANT CONTRACT, equipment CAN b
purchased. However, it should be noted that The
specific objective of this call for proposals is "t
create, strengthen and intensify the EU-China RI
partnershipsy supporting the mobility of EU
researcherdo China ...".

Therefore only materials and supplies (for examp
office equipment and consumables) related to
mobility organization and supporting activities cal
be purchased.

The "types of activity" described in Point 2.1.4he
Guidelines in Sub —Sections A (regarding the
organisation of the mobility shcemes) or B
"providing support...'do not includeany activity
which would in principle justify the purchase of
research consumables nor reagents.

ngs Per Annex G "General Conditions" Art 14.
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10. If for example | have permanent British B
Member State residency, domiciled in the EU
with Chinese nationality, therefore | meet the
eligibility criteria for being the applicant for

Wo, only universities, higher education institusg
Jand research entities can be (co-)applicants u
this Grant.

As Per section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines: In orddveq

nder

D




this grant.

Does the following statement in the Guidelin
"While in light of the nature of this programni
the participation of EU and Chinese public
private research entities is compulsory, t

visiting professors or travel / per diem f
Chinese nationals is not eligible for fundihg
Apply to me?

0§ [1be organisations carrying out research activitie

ofcountries. Entities that do not fulfil the above-

mobility of Chinese researchers or Ching<nd

or) [/be able to demonstrate their experience and
)_capacity to manage activities corresponding inesg

eligible for a grant, the applicant mt
UUbe legal personsnd

drom one of the EU Member States or Partner

Haentioned criteria_could be eligible associates;

and complexity with the activities for which this
grant is requested.

Since you have Chinese nationality, independent
of the lieu of residence (in this case, the researc

has "residency" not "citizenship") then the prosisi
of point 2.1.4 quoted in your question would appl
to the individual and the said costs would not be

eligible for funding.

11. Is it necessary to fully identify by name &
or all of the Mobility Persons at the Concg
Note or Full Application stage?

:pt

nYo, this is not needed at neither stage.

However, referring to 2.1.4. Eligible Actions (pal
9), in order to organize the individual mobili
schemes, the partnership mi3} Set upcriteria for
the selection and mobilizatiorof researchers tg
take part in the individual mobility schemes, adl v
as theexpectationson the researchers benefittin
from the mobility scheme."”

12. In the case of an Emergency travel
example death or sickness in the family o
Mobility Person while in China) will it bg
possible to claim an extra international roy
trip travel?

Perhaps from a contingency reserve? In su
case it would be difficult to obtain prior writte
authorization from the Contracting Authority
use the money

if

fém principle, as indicated in poi2.1.4 of the
@uidelines, The European sending organisations

> will continue to bear the cost of the

nesearcher/staff’'s regular salary."

chlawever as pointed out in Page 10 of the
rGuidelines, "3) The duration of the individual
tamobility schemes will be for a minimum of 3
months to a maximum of 24 months and can be 1
into several exchange periods within the total
duration of the contract."

Therefore, the period of research may be split in
several periods if necessary.

However, budget constraints should be taken intg
consideration.

Therefore, The use of the contingencies would
apply for this in principle.
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13. In the Guidelines for Grant Applicatio
document (page 11) under Eligible Indirg

nésrants are defined (Chapter 8.3 of the De
sdtompanion) as

Costs it is statedlf any of the applicants o

r direct financial contributions, by way of a donatio




affiliated entity(ies) is in receipt of ¢ in order to finance

operating grant financed by the EU, it may net either an action intended to help achieve an

claim indirect costs on its incurred costs withinbjective forming part of a EU policy for the

the proposed budget for the action. Budget, or for the EDF of the Cotonou Agreement

Does an operating graritmean any type of Or of the revised OCT Decision or of a project or

funding under FP7 or Horizon2020 or ERC|dirogramme adopted in accordance with them;

Marie Sktodowska-Curie ?
— or the functioning of a body which pursues such
an objective, or an aim of general European intergs
or has an objective forming part of, and supporting
EU policy (operating grants).
Funding under EU's FP7, Horizon 2020, EC or
Marie Sktodowska-Curie programmes does not fall
under the category 'operating grant'.

14. What should be done about the Indine€he Contracting Authority should be informed

Costsif the applicant is subsequently awardedthout delay in order to analyse the impact on a

another grant after the award of this EuropeAchse by case basis. The result will depend on the

135-587 grant? impact of the new grant on the cost sharing of
resources between the current on-going grant|and
the new grant.
In the case where several grants are awarded, [costs
should be clearly identified and separated. No cost
should be
double-funded.

15. Is there more information on what |ids per Point 2.2.4 of the Guidelin¢'To ensure

eligible as costs for a Conference Meeting - egual treatment of applicants, the Contracting

refreshments & meals, meeting rooms amfslithority cannot give a prior opinion on the

facilities, overnight accommodation, travegligibility of applicants, or affiliated entity(i¢san

costs for attendees and where in the bugdg@etion or specific activities."

these should be if this task is not whally

subcontracted Please see Annex e3c "Budget (Annex Il to the
Grant Contract) to see the structure and modaljties
of the Budget to be presented.

16. If conference/meeting in China |i€o-Applicants are considered as Beneficiaries ef th

subcontracted can the Chinese co-applicant ®eant.

the party which undertakes the subcontract 1
As such, direct costs incurred by co-applicants may
be eligible as long as they fulfill the Provisioos
Annex IV on procurement.
Direct costs are to be indicated in the Budget
independently of whether they are incurred by the
Main Applicant or the co-applicants.
Fully subcontracted Conference/Seminar costs
should be included under sub-heading 5.7 of |the
Budget. (Annex Il to the Grant Contract)

17. If the conference is wholly subcontracted fligible Costs for the Supporting activities withve

a non-co-applicant what items are acceptaltefollow the provisions of Annex G — 2 (Annex dl [




cost

the Grant Contract) "General Conditions" Art
"Eligible Costs".

Also, please see Annex e3c "Budget (Annex Il
the Grant Contract) to see the structure
modalities of the Budget to be presented.

18. Can any dissemination conferences
meetings occur in Europe?

5 YEs, as outlined under 2.1.4 (page 8), "Actionstn
take place mainly in the People's Republic of Ch
and in the EU Member States."

19.Could you please let me know if yao
definition of applicant for the purposes of thig
call would be a whole institution (university in
our case)?

If only one application per institution is
allowed, we have academics in two different
departments of our university, interested in L
1 and Lot 5 respectively, with different partne
in the EU and China.

You say (2.1.4) that the action should fall
primarily into just one Lot: does this mean wg¢
should not submit an application which woulg
be split between those two departments and
groups, 50/50 between the two lots, but
prioritise only one or the other subjects for th
Queen Mary application, and tell the other

group not to apply?

As Per section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines: In orddre
eligible for a grant, the applicant must:
1 L be legal persongnd
[JJbe organisations carrying out research activitie
from one of the EU Member States or Partner
Countries. Entities that do not fulfil the above-
onentioned criteria could be eligible associates;
:raLd
UUbe able to demonstrate their experience and
capacity to manage activities corresponding inesg
b and complexity with the activities for which this
i grant is requested.

If each department in the University has a sepd
Segal entity, then each department could sen
separate application or be considered as a
applicant (if the other eligibility criteria are e
However, if both departments are placed under
single identical legal entity, then only o
application could be sent out.

The number of applications to be sent out "
applicant" as defined in section 2.1.4 (page 1@ i
be understood as "per legal entity"

(page 8), which clearly saysAf action should
specify under which Lot it is applying for suppd
even if the action is also contributing to otherec
themes of the programme. An action is expects
deliver its main tangible result(s) as defined un
point 1.2, in the Lot category, under which 1
action has been proposed.”

This means that no split (50/50 nor other) betw
two Lots is allowed.

On your 2° question, reference is made to 2.1.
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20. The guidelines say "the primary aim of {
action is financial support to third parties".

Does this mean that our project could involy
mobility scheme which would invite/financiall

He has to be kept in mind that the specific objest
of the Action is to create, strengthen, and intens
the EU-China RI partnerships by supporting 1
cmgobility of EU researchers to China ai
ystrengthening people-to-people contacts, from K

ify
he
nd
noth

the public and private sectors, in strategic

RI




support mobility from any EU national, any | sectors.
other EU Member State university and/or

private entities, even outside of the ¢y 5qgition, please note what is written under srds
applicants and associates of the project? cutting issues, which need to be adhered| to:
"Proposals will need to explain how the
If so, would we be allowed to restrict that to & requirements on transparency and equitaple
set of named strategic partners, or would it | treatment will be applied in the implementatioh|..
have to be open to any (though of course we (page 4 of the Guidelines)
could target our advertising of the scheme).
i.e.., could we plan to invite applications for
any EU Member State PhD students/postdog
within a narrowly-specified field to apply to b
based at our partner institution/joint lab in

| Please take further note of the following points
’j)utlined in the guidelines (page 9):
""Each Action will be a combination of an identified

China (or should we rather make it open to ang{umbler (t)fd b |nd|V|due:_I mt(_)k_);!lty_ schemes
EU national students/postdocs in that narrow omp emen edby suppor INg ac 'V_' Ies: o
would we be able to indicate that priority mobility schemes from Europe to China within the
would be given to applicants from particular established partnerships. Partnerships must devglop
(perhaps associate) institutions, or particular| @ mobility plan for European researchers going) to
countries, so as to build up a closer, smaller| China... _ o N
network, or would it be preferable to you thatith order to organize the individual mobility
is kept open? schemes, the partnerships must:
...3) Set up criteria for the selection ahd
mobilization of researchers to take part in the
individual mobility schemes:..

While "financial support to third parties is th
primary aim of the Actidh Page 10 of the
Guidelines mention:

"2) Individuals eligible for mobility should be im®
of the following categories (page 10):

» Doctoral and post-doctoral students of the
EU partner institutions at the main target
group;

* Research and academic staff of the EU
partner institutions;

» Engineers, innovation managers, Rl
personnel working in EU RI entitiés

D

21. Can a proposal consist in thPlease refer to the section on "Complementary
reinforcement/enlargement of an__ alreadictions in pages 3 and 4 of the Guidelines:

funded (ongoing) Marie Curie IRSES projectapplicants' attention is drawn to ensure necessary
whose topic is related to Europe-Chingynergy will be generated by the proposed Action
cooperation in the strategic areas relevant| f@fth the above-mentioned actidnsamong which
this call. Marie Curie's IRSES programme and others |are
specifically mentioned.
By reinforcement | mean:
- new European universities join the
consortium, with new secondments in China;
- new relevant/excellence Chinese universities
join the consortium to host new mobility for




European Participan

22.Section 1.3 of the guidelines states “/
grant requested under this Call for Proposalg
must fall between the following minimum ang
maximum amounts:” >€600k < €800k. As
each lot only has €800k allocated this seemg
suggest only one grant will be awarded.

However, in the “how to apply” section 2.2 it
suggests that grants of < €60k can be applie
for.

Am | right to assume that we should be

applying for an amount in the range €600k -
€800k and that the second figure is not relev
to this call?

Section 1.3 of the Guidelines mention inter-alia:

| 1.3: EUR 800 000 per Lot. 5 Lots (EUR 4M)
Sjze: min=EUR 600 000 - Max= EUR 800 000

However, section 2.2 of the Guidelines concern
obligations of the Applicants to upload th
dorganisation's information in the PADOR databag

for Proposals.

ant

23.Is it true that the fund available meant tc
sponsor EU researchers going to China for Z
36 months, but NOT for Chinese researchers
be attached to EU universities and research
organizations?

As per Point 2.1.4 of the Guideliné®) Individuals
Zeligible for mobility should be in one of tl
5 following categoriegpage 10 of the Guidelines)
Doctoral and post-doctoral students of t
EU partner institutions at the main targ
group;

personnel working in EU RI entities"
Last but not least, you find undeneligible Costs
(section 2.1 of the Guidelines, page 12:
"- The mobility of Chinese researchers or Chin
visiting professors or travel / per diem for Chiag
nationals."
In conclusion, costsfor Chinese resear chers going
to Europeare NOT dligible.

24.If it is only one-way mobility for EU going

to China, can the Chinese Host organization
charge us overhead/management fees for th
EU researchers to be attached to them?

Will this be part of eligible cost under this
scheme?

If the Chinese Host organisation is a co-applidar
the action, indirect costs may be charged in liita
ethe provisions of art 14.7 of Annex G to t
Guidelines "General Conditions" (Annex Il to t
Grant Contract). Indirect costs may — overall -
charged up to a maximum 7% of the direct cost

the action.

Please see Art 14 of the same Annex for detail
the eligibility of costs.

25.Very likely, my friend ina EU Membe
State will act as the Main Applicant and | will
be a Co-Applicant. If | request €46000 for my
individual project/mobility needs, will the
money comes to My university in the EU, or
will be kept in the EU Member State with my

Please see Point 2.1.1. of the Guidelines regar
the Eligibility of applicants, according to whichlg
the following types of European and Ching
organizations from public and private sector
teligible for funding:

Universities

Section 2.2 is standard text, applicable to ALLIC
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» Research and academic staff of the EU
partner institutions;
e Engineers, innovation managers, Rl
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friend (who will act as the Proje
Coordinator)?

Higher education institutions
Research entities

Please also read the following eligibility criter
which makes clear thahdividual persons cannot
be Applicants and/or Co-Applicants.

However, individual researchers may be fun
within the overall Grant Contract under the mobi
scheme.

26.Very often, | saw the wor
“reimbursement”. Does this mean | need to f
for the cost first, say the travel cost to be Ch
and the daily allowance when visiting China,
and then claim back from EU or the
coordinator in France?

Reimbursement as described in the Guidel
Felates to eligible direct costs incurred by
nBeneficiaryOr ganisation of the Grant.

These costs may include travel costs of indivig
researchers funded under the mobility scheme s¢
by the organisation.

It should be noted that as mentioned in Anne
"General Conditions" Article 15 on Payms
Procedures, the EU will provide an advar
payment (or "pre-financing") as soon as the coht
is signed.

Then, further pre-financings should be paid yearl

Once the funds reach the beneficiary organisatjip
it is up to the Beneficiary Organisation's finamg
and accounting practices to set up and/or conke
necessary provisions and practices for
expenditure of travel costs and daily allowances
the individuals taking part in the mobility scheme,
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27.At Concept Note stage, is there a need
the declaration to be signed by the
Co-applicants?

How should we correctly fill in declarations tq
correctly submit a concept note?

Yes. Section 4 "the co-applicants” pages 32-3
the Application Form (annex e3b) should
completed.

The bottom of page 33 of the same annex "Mand
(for co-applicant(s))" should be filled as@ned in
original form (with official stamp if
available/applicable) by the person authorised to
provide the mandate within the respective eligible
organisation.

It is recommended that the signature should be ir
different colour than black in order to identifyeth
authenticity of the signature.

3 of

ate

28.1s the call intended for technical ciplines
only?

The Call for Proposals is divided in five (5) Lo
corresponding to five identified strategic areas.

LS,




E.g. would a topic such as “the healtt
migrants” be welcomed in Lot 3, given that
“life sciences” is explicitly mentioned?

As per Point 2.2.4 of the Guidelines, "To ensure
equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting
Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the
eligibility of applicants, or affiliated entity(i¢san
action or specific activities."

29.As in the Crapplicant(s) seion is written
“A partnership in this Action must be
composed of a minimum of two European
organisations from two different EU Member
States and a minimum of one Chinese
organization”

Does the Co-applicanipartner ship include
the applicant organization? In other words,
what isthe minimum number of
organizationsinvolved in total?

As per Point 2.1.1 of the Guidelines (page A
partnership in this Action must be composed of a
minimum otwo European organisations from two
different EU Member States and a minimum
one Chinese organizatioh.

Therefore, the minimum number of organizatig
involved is three (3).

30. In the section: The specific conditions
restrictions to apply to the persons or catego
of persons eligible for financial support is
written:
“The minimum number of individual
mobility in each partnership must be
equivalent to 4 persons per project
year”
Is the minimum number of individual
mobility calculated for each partner
organization separately or for the
partnership as a whole?

As written in Point 2.1.4 (page 10) of t
rigsiidelines, the minimum number of individy
mobility refers to eactpartnership (not to each
partner organization separately).

See question 29 and Point 2.1.1 of the Guidel
for more details about partnerships.
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31.In the guidelines is described that
minimum number of individual mobility in
each partnership must be equivalent to 4
persons per project year. It means that 4
individual mobility between EU partners and
next 4 mobility (different people) between EU
and China partner (a total of 8 mobility for
project year)?

As mentioned in Point 2.1.4 (page 9) of t
Guidelines, "Setting up and implementation
individual mobility schemes from Europe to Chin
within the established partnerships.

Partnerships must develop a mobility plan for
European researchers going to Chirta conduct
research

in one of the above-mentioned five target areas."”

Therefore, the individual mobility scheme may o
concern a minimum off European Researchers
going to China per projectyear

of

y

32. What topics that can be covered under
theme "Food, agriculture, bio-technologies &
water"?

Is forest/forestry included?

As per Point 2.2.4 of the Guidelin'To ensure
wretjual treatment of applicants, the Contracting

Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the

eligibility of applicants, or affiliated entity(i¢san

action or specific activities."

Applicants must develop a proposal on the basi

the Guidelines.

s of




In addition,

No, forest/forestry is not included in the the
"Food, agriculture, bio-technologies and water".

me

33.How is the individual exchange peri
calculated? According to the number of days
spent in the host country or the number of dg
participating in the research program home ¢
host country included?

The exchange periods are calculated accordin
the number of days spent in the host country, i

¥sase in China.
and

g to
th

34. Are there any restrictions on individt
mobility periods of the mobile persons, i.e. ¢
more than one be mobile at the same time o
can mobility be carried out in succession?

The only restrictions to be taken into considera
aare in Point 2.1.4 of the Guidelines, pages 9
[points 1) to 5) under the headinght specifig
conditions or restrictions to apply to the persans
categories of persons eligible for financial supp
are the following

Please also see the answer under question 3
more details

The mobility of individual researchers under {
mobility scheme may be carried out in parallel,
succession, with overlapping periods. It is uphe
applicant to define the mobility scheme as it
best serve the achievement of the proposed re
under the proposal.

io
+10,

P for

he
n

t
vill
sults

35. Can the applicant or -applicant in the
case of an EU organisation legally establishg
in the EU) be already based in China or havg
previously spent an extended period
undertaking any activities in China or have
some commercial relationship with China?

As outlined under 2.1.1. of the Guidelineghé
*Action aims to set up new partnerships and
2 support and expand existing onés(page 5) and
"...New partnerships and existing partnersh
expanded with new members are stron
encouraged.(page 6).

However, as mentioned in Point 2.1.1 of
Guidelines "Co-applicant(s) must satisfy the
eligibility criteria as applicable to the applicar
himself."

However, as mentioned in Point 2.1.4 of
Guidelines, page 9 in relation to third part
mobility schemes for individual EU researchers
China, "1) Individuals financially supported...sh
not be already based in China or have previo
spent an extended period undertaking researg
China".
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36.What percntage of the grant is intended -
the research activities and for the contributio
for funding the mobility scheme of the persor

The guidelines are flexible in this regards andiée
nthis to the discretion of the applicant. Pleaseet
1$idbwever into consideration that as mentioned

Point 2.1.4 of the Guidelines, page YOnder this

Call, financial support to third parties ighe

primary aim of the Action'

a
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37.Are there any restrictions about

"Actions must take place mainly in the Peop




proportion of funding intended for resea
activities to be spent in the EU or China?

Republicof China and in the EU Member Stat
(page 8).

Taking further into consideration that "The spec
objective is to create, strengthen and intensify

China RI partnerships by supporting thebility of

EU researchers to China" (page 3), it become
obvious that the primary focus of this Call_is nof
fund research activities undertaken in Europe.

38. If there are 2 European Institutio
applying with a Chinese Institution, may one
the European Institutions be a private
company?

As mentioned in Point 2.1.1 of the Guidelines
dPrivate research centres or entities will
encouraged to participate in the programme ang
support the creation and strengthening
partnerships subject to the non-profit _making
nature of the actionitself"

As mentioned in Point 2.1.4 of the Guidelines,
" The Action aims to set up new partnerships and
support and expand existing ones, in the targeteq
areas between European and Chinese research
organizations (higher education, reseattities
from public andprivate sectory by supporting the
mobility of EU researchers to China"

and

"Participation of research organizations from the
European private sector is strongly desitedew
partnerships and existing partnerships expanded
with new members are strongly encouraged.”
However,

"A partnership agreement between the
beneficiaries from EU MS and the Chinese
participant organizations is mandatory

39. Are partnership agreements rired for the
Concept Note submittal? If so, is the format
such there is one single agreement for all

project partners, or is it separate agreements

each partner with the lead partner?

As mentioned in Point 2.2.2. of the Guidelin The
Concept Note together with the Checklist for the
Concept Note (Part A section 2 of the grant

&pplication form) and the Declaration by the

applicant for the Concept Note (Part A section 3
the grant application form) must be submitted i (
original and 5 copies in A4 size, each bound.

D

The detailed information of the co-applicants 4
the "Mandate for (for co-applicants) to be signgd
the Co-Applicants is part of "PART B. FU
Application Form, Section 4". And should only
sent when submitting the Full Application Form.
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40. What specific costs does the commisg
approved flat-rate of 2100EUR/month cove
Is this to cover salary? Is this to cover sal
and other costs such as DSA, travel, etc.?
does it just cover other costs such as D
travel, etc.?

idvs mentioned in Section 2.1.4. of the Guidelines
rthe section concerningFinancial support to third
aparties-mobility scheme for Individual EU
©®eearchers to Ching " The Grant contract will be
Siplemented by using Commission-approved flat
rates.

The contribution for funding the mobility scheme




(financial support to third parties) will be based
flat rates 2,100 EUR per person per month of
secondment to China as determined in the IRSES
Commission approved 2013 Annual Work
Programme.

The maximum amount to be awarded to each
individual researcher is estimated to BEIR 50 400
based on the calculation of a maximum of (24
Months / EUR 2100). The flat rate is intended to
contribute to the costs for the exchange.

This amount might include travel and Daily
Subsistence Allowance (DSA), language trainin
networking activities, management cost a
overheadsdirectly related to the implementation
the exchange

The European sending organisations will contind
to _bear the cost of the researcher/staff's requl
salary:'

d,
nd
of

41. Of the total grant amount requested, W
% should be dedicated to preparing
individual mobility schemes from Europe
China?

What % should be dedicated to providi
support for catalysing the functioning of t
partnerships?

And what % should be dedicated to the ac
mobility costs for the financial support of t
researchers from Europe in China?

HBhe guidelines are flexible in this regards andég

thhis to the discretion of the applicant to decidead

tdo allocated to the various components of the Ac
in a well-balanced way.

nBlease take however into consideration that

henentioned in Point 2.1.4 of the Guidelingsnder
this Call, financial support to third parties is €l
uaimary aim of the Action.(page 9 & 10)

ne
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42. Can academic time be included as
eligible cost in the budget for EU partners

&orking time of staff associated to the dirg
implementation of the action but NOT included
the mobility scheme should allocate their time
activities such as the ones described under H
2.1.4 "types of activity" of the Guidelines.

The proposed activities do not include any rese
(or equivalent) types of activity and thereforegsl
not include academic time as such.

Staff costs of staff directly linked to th

implementation of the action are eligible.
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n
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43. Is equipment an eligible cost

As Per Annex G "General Conditions" Art 14
"Eligible Direct Costs":

... the following direct costs of the Beneficiary(ie
shall be eligible:

¢) purchase coster equipment and supplies (new

1.2

S




or used) specifically for thepurposes of the Actic
provided that ownership is transferred at the &nd
the Action when required in Article 7.5;

Please note that all purchases must comply with
Procurement Provisions of Annex IV to the Grant
Contract (Annex G - 3-Annex IV-
e3h3_awardproc_en.doc)

the

Foreseen Equipment purchases should be indicated

in Sub-Heading "3. Equipment and Supplies" of
Annex Il to the Grant Contract "Budget"
(e3c_budget_en.xls)

However, it should be noted that The specific
objective of this call for proposals is "to create,
strengthen and intensify the EU-China RI
partnershipsy supporting the mobility of EU
researcherdo China ...".

Therefore only materials and supplies (for examp
office equipment and consumables) related to
mobility organization and supporting activities cal
be purchased.

The "types of activity" described in Point 2.1.4he
Guidelines in Sub —Sections A (regarding the
organisation of the mobility schemes) or B
"providing support...'do not includeany activity
which would in principle justify the purchase of
research equipment and consumables.

le,

N

44. Is administrative/technician time an eligil
cost

vl€his question is understood as relating to indialdy
taking part in the Mobility scheme and not to sf
associated to the action who will take part of
actual organisation and management of the sch
itself.
As per Point 2.1.4 of the Guidelines, (page
regarding the individual mobility scheme:

The flat rate is intended to contribute to the sdst
the exchange.

This amount might includeavel and Daily
Subsistence Allowance (DSA), language training
networking activities, management cost and
overheaddlirectly related to the implementation o
the exchange.

The European sending organisations will continu
to bear the cost of the researcher/staff’'s reqular

salary.
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Therefore, the flat rate is to be understood as |
covering the research itsélfit only the mobility of
the researcher.

In that sense, academic/administrative/technician
timeis NOT covered by theflat rate under the
mobility scheme.

45. is a Chinese national PhD student regist
to study in the EU entitled to the mobili
allowance

sl mentioned in Section 2.1.5 of the Guideliy
ty'Eligibility of Costs" (page 12):
"... Ineligible costs...The following costs amet
eligible:
... The mobility ofChinese researchers or Chines
visiting professors or travel / per diem fGhinese
nationals"

nes

v

46. In the CONCEPT NOTE stage, applicants®- PADOR:

co-applicants, affiliates should include their
information: Name, EuropeAid ID number,
Nationality/Country and date of registration,
Legal Entity File number, Legal Status.

a. Chinese Organizations
should register in Pador in

order to have an assignated

EuropeAid ID number? Do

Chinese Partners need any] recommendedor:

other
information/documents to
submit in the Concept Note
stage?

b. Should Chinese Partners b
considered as co-applicants
attending that co-applicantg
are beneficiaries (but
Chinese institutions are not
financed)?

As mentioned in Section 2.2 of the Guidelin

(page 12),
"Phase 1, concept note:

Registration in PADOR isbligatory for an
(Main) applicantapplying for grants above €
60000.

Registration isoptional though strongly

U UJAN applicant applying for grants of € 60000
or less;

O Jco-applicant(s) and affiliated entity(ies).

OOPhase 2, full proposal:

H—D

Registration in PADOR is obligatory for all pre-
selected applicant, co-applicant(s) and all their
affiliated entity (ies)."

b. Chinese co-applicants

The inclusion of a minimum of 1(onefhinese
organization" as Co-Applicant ismandatory
(As per Point 2.1.4 of the Guidelines, page 8)

However, As per Point 2.1.5 of the Guidelines
"Ineligible Costs""The following costs are
ineligible:... Themobility of Chinese researcher
or Chinese visiting professors or travel / per
diem for Chinese nationals: This applies for
individuals to be taking part under the mobility
scheme.

47. What is the exact meaning of 80% of

It means that the EU Grant contribution is

es




eligible costs? Should the applicants cover
remaining 20% of expenses? Other sources
co-funding?

"Maximum percentage of 80% of the total eligit
ofosts of the Actidn(page 4).

It continues that The balance... must be finang
from sources other than the European Union Bug
or the European Development Fun¢page 5)

The co-financing may take the form of t
beneficiary's own resources (self-financing), ineg
generated by the action and financial contributi
from third parties.

48. Partnership agreement is only for
the second stage (Full Proposal)?

Under 2013 Rules, the status of "Partner” has |
replaced by the status of "co-applicant” wherelgy
co-applicants are also co-beneficiaries of the Gra

The detailed information of the co-applicants 4
the "Mandate for (for co-applicants) to be signgd
the Co-Applicants is part of "PART B. FU
Application Form, Section 4". And should only
sent when submitting the Full Application Form.

49. May a co-applicant be an "emeritus ful\s per Point 2.1.1 of the Guidelines, co-applicg

university professor"?

must be "organisations". Therefore, individuals
not eligible as "applicants” nor "co-applicants".

50. Can the salaries for local university staf
EU - which will be involved to the project - be
applied? Or the EU sending organisations m
continue to bear the total cost of the
researcher/staff's regular salary?

For local EU university (or Chinese organisation
2 applicant in China)staff assigned to the action

who will be included in Annex Ill -Budget - of th
Grant Contract under the Human resour
heading)

"Eligible Direct Costs":
....the following direct costs of the Beneficiary(ies
shall be eligible:

a) the cost of staff assigned to the Action,
corresponding to actual gross salaries including
social security charges and other remuneration-
related costssalaries and costs shall not exceed
those normally bor ne by the Beneficiary(ies),
unless it

is justified by showing that it is essential torgasut
the Action

And as per Point 2.1.4 of the Guidelines (page
for individuals who are taking part in the mobil
scheme,'The European sending organizations v
continue to bear the costs of the researcher/st

ugthich will not be part of the mobility scheme (i.e.

As Per Annex G "General Conditions" Art 14.
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regular salary".




51.Can salaries for staff (e.g. in the first ¢
second year) who will be involved in the
project in local (sending) university, but will
travel to the EU (or the Chinese) project part
e.qg. till in the third year be applied?

See reply under question 50.

A difference should be made between staff of
&bplicant and co-applicants and individuals inctl
in the mobility scheme.

n

the
de

52.In the guidelines is written "The maximt
amount to be awarded to each individual
researcher is estimated to be EUR 50 400 b

And as per Point 2.1.4 of the Guidelines (page
for individuals who are taking part in the mobil
asetieme, The European sending organizationsill

on the calculation of a maximum of (24 Monthsontinue to bear the costsf the researcher/staff's

[ EUR 2100). The flat rate is intended to

contribute to the costs for the exchange. This

amount might include travel and Daily
Subsistence Allowance (DSA), language
training, networking activities, management
cost and overheads directly related to the
implementation of the exchange."

Does this mean that the budget is only for st
mobility. Or, salaries may be applied too for
the local (sending) university staff?

regular salary'.

D

Aff
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53.Is it possible to include in ti budget the
purchase of the equipment needed for scient
work (e.g. expensive equipment for sending
university)?

ifiEligible Direct Costs"™:

... the following direct costs of the Beneficiary(ie
shall be eligible:

c¢) purchase cosfsr equipment and supplies (new
or used) specifically for the purposes of the Actior
provided that ownership is transferred at the énd
the Action when required in Article 7.5;

Please note that all purchases must comply with
Procurement Provisions of Annex IV to the Grant
Contract (Annex G - 3-Annex IV-
e3h3_awardproc_en.doc). This Annex contains tl
specific procurement provisions for services, wor
and supply (equipment contracts) detailing which
procedure should be used depending on the amqg
of the contract.

in Sub-Heading "3. Equipment and Supplies" of
Annex Il to the Grant Contract "Budget"
(e3c_budget_en.xls)

However, it should be noted that Tépecific
obj ective of this call for proposalss "to create,
strengthen and intensify the EU-China RI

As Per Annex G "General Conditions" Art 14.
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Foreseen Equipment purchases should be indicated




partnershipsby supporting the mobilit of EU
researchers to China ...".

Therefore only materials and supplies (for examp
office equipment and consumables) related to

be purchased.

The "types of activity" described in Point 2.1.4h#
Guidelines in Sub —Sections A (regarding the
organisation of the mobility shcemes) or B
"providing support...'do not includeany activity
which would in principle justify the purchase of
equipment needed for scientific work.

54. Do | understand it correctly that you aré\s
planning to fund a total of 5 proposals in thi"LLOCATION PROVIDED BY THE

call: one for each LOT?

CONTRACTING AUTHORITY:

this Call for Proposals EUR 4 000 000. The
Contracting Authority reserves the right not to
award all available funds.

The Call for Proposals is divided into five lots
corresponding to five identified strategic areas.

Indicative allocation of funds by I0EUR 800 000
If the allocation indicated for a specific lot canie
used due to insufficient quality or number

reserves the right to reallocate the remaining $y
to another lot.

55. The total of 800,000 euros seems quite ¢
of money for student/staff exchange 4
network meetings. That would mean 15;
student/academics travelling to China (if
understand the finances correctly).

A A per Guidelines point 2.1.4 (page 10): "5) T
naiinimum number of individual mobility in eag
20artnership must be equivalent to 4 persons
researchers will depend on the length of €

and the supporting activities.

56.Can | hire an extra person (student/postt
for this collaborative project?

As per General Conditions (Annex G to f{
Guidelines), 14.2. Subject to Article 14.1 and, veh

respected, the following direct costs of f
Beneficiary(ies) shall be eligible:

a) the cost of staff assigned to the Action,
corresponding to actual gross salaries including
social security charges and other remuneration-
related costs; salaries and costs shall not exceed

those normally borne by the Beneficiary(ies), usl¢

mobility organization and supporting activities can

per Guidelines 1.3. FINANCIAL

mobility and the allocation of fund to the mobility

le,

The overall indicative amount made available undger

of

proposals received, the Contracting Authority

nd
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project year." The total number of funded

ach

he
e

relevant, to the provisions of Annex IV beipg

he

S



it is justified by showing that it is essentialdarry
out the Action;

it shall be distinguished from the salaries of the
mobility staff. According to the Guidelines 2.1.4
(page 10) 'The European sending organisations
will continue to bear the cost of the
researcher/staff's regular salary."

57.How many groups do you typically expt
as co-Is in China and the EU?

As per Guidelines poir2.1.1 (page 6) A
partnership in this Action must be composed of a
minimum otwo European organisations from two
different EU Member States and a minimum of
one Chinese organizatiohThere is no "typical”
number to be expected.

58. Is there aninconpatibility for the al Joint
Research Centréspra (Italy), a center of the
EC, to participate as co-applicant in the EU-
China reach and innovation Partnership?

As Per section 2.1.1 of the Guidelin"In ordel to
be eligible for a grant, the applicant must:

[Ube legal persongnd

[Jbe organisationsarrying out research activitie
from one of the EU Member States or Partner
Countries. Entities that do not fulfil the above-
mentioned criteria could be eligible associates
and

UUbe able to demonstrate their experience
capacity to manage activities corresponding in &q
and complexity with the activities for which tf
grant is requested."

It is the applicant's own responsibility to cheg
according to the above-mentioned article
eligibility of interested parties.

In addition, as Per section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines
"To ensure equal treatment of applicants, the
Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion
on the

eligibility of applicants, or affiliated entity(i¢san
action or specific activities."
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al
nis

ck
the

59. On page 6 in Guidlines for grant applic
is written that the applicant must provide
evidence ofuality Assurance. What does it
mean exactly? Is this mean any Internationa
certification as a ISO? Or is it sufficient Deed
of foundation?

As menioned in Point 2.4 (page 20 and 21) of
Guidelines, " Evidence of quality assurance: odfic
certificate issued by a certified body, or a valid
licence of the field by competent authority, and/of
through an explanatory note on the quality assir
system of the concerned entities."

Moreover, this documentation should only be
provided by An applicant that has been
provisionally selected or placed on the reservi lig
after the evaluation of the Full Application.

Therefore, the documentation does not need to b
provided as an attachment to the Concept Note.

ANC




60. Chapter 2.1.1. Eligibility of applicar

We act as a funding agency for the national

health program and the national China progr
for a European government. We are located
within a research entity. So we are a researg
entity but we do not perform research but wg
on the national health and internationalisatio
strategies and fund research. Are we eligible

As Per section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines: In orddreq
eligible for a grant, the applicant must:
aM_be legal persongnd
U be organisations carrying out research activitig
hfrom one of the EU Member States or Partner
riCountries. Entities that do not fulfil the above-
Nmentioned criteria could be eligible associates;
“and
[Jbe able to demonstrate their experience and
capacity to manage activities corresponding inesg
and complexity with the activities for which this
grant is requested.

The eligibility of an applicant can only &
determined for pre-selected (Step 2) organisat
based on the supporting documentation attache
the Full Application form

61. Chapter 2.1.4 Eligible actic

We plan to use the main part of the budget t
organize a Europe wide call for proposals to
support mobility of researchers in a given fie
Is this an eligible action?

As per the Guidelines point 2.1.4 (page 10):

0 Individuals eligible for mobility should be in o
the following categories:

d.JJdoctoral and post-doctoral studeatgshe EU
partner institutions as the main target group;
[1research and academic staffthe EU partner
institutions,

Uengineers, innovation managers, Rl persol

D

al

ons
dto

nnel

working in EU RI entities."




